
The Perfect Lamb 
And she brought forth her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths, 
and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn. 
~ LUKE 2:7 (KJV) 

Often we apply our own meaning to Scripture. On an initial 
reading of this verse, it appears that Mary and Joseph were given 

room in the barn and baby Jesus was born. Mary dressed him in 
clothing and placed him in a cradle.  

But there is always more than one way to view a story or even a 
picture. I sent my great niece and nephew a picture I had colored from 
one of my “adult coloring books.” Mireille, when she looked at it, said, 
“Oh! how pretty. The flowers are so beautiful.” Her brother, Merritt, 
said, “Look! She even colored inside all the lines!” They were both 
looking at the same picture but expressed two different viewpoints. 

Years ago I saw a painting on the wall of a church that made me 
think twice. The scene was of a carpenter at work. A small child was 
playing nearby with a metal spike. Underneath the picture were the 
words, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.” One picture with various interpretations. 

Scripture tells us that Mary did not have baby clothing, but she 
used swaddling cloths that shepherds used on perfect baby lambs. 
Those perfect lambs would be taken to the temple to be sacrificed for 
the sins of the people. There was no baby cradle, so she placed Him in 
the manger. The manger was used to hold food for the animals, and 
Jesus is the bread of life (John 6:35). From the very beginning, Jesus 
was treated as a perfect sacrificial lamb. 

Oh that the world would only see and believe! 
Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of forgiving my sins and the sins of the world 
through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Amen. 

CAROL PHILLIPS 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

UNITED METHODIST COMMUNITIES AT PITMAN 
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The very purpose of Christ’s coming into the world was that He might 
offer up His life as a sacrifice for the sins of men. He came to die.  

This is the heart of Christmas. 
Billy Graham 

Sunday • December 25 • Christmas Day 
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Drifting Away 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord. ~ ROMANS 8:38-39 (NIV) 

I’m gonna be honest. It’s been a hot minute since I’ve picked up my 
Bible. Pursuing and following God can be a challenge when so many 

things are occupying our minds and our hearts. I’ve been busy with 
school and teaching and trying to maintain my relationships with 
people … and I’ve pushed my relationship with God to the side. And 
trust me, I’ve felt the consequences.  

In the time I’ve been “away” from God: 
• I’ve cried a lot. 
• I’ve gotten impatient and angry with others and myself.  
• I’ve felt lost and confused about my life.  
• I’ve barely gotten sleep.  
• I’ve fallen back into negative thinking patterns.  
• I’ve relied on my own strength and failed at things.  
• I’ve sinned.  

Life without God is hard and not fun! 
My life is not enjoyable when it’s not spent with God and honoring 

God. It may be temporarily suitable or fun in the moment, but over 
time it’s not worth it. It’s not sustainable.  

I was reminded today how important it is to be consistent with my 
daily Bible study and time with God because it’s so easy to miss one 
day and then the next — and then a month later you’re wondering 
how you got so far from God.  

I’m not perfect. I mess up … a lot.  
I need grace and love and strength.  
I need God. 

Lord, you are so faithful even when we push you aside. Bring us closer to you 
each day. Thank you for loving us with all our weaknesses, which we know are 
made stronger only when we depend on you. Amen. 

KAYLA HARRISON 
ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Monday • December 26 
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It’s Between You and Jesus 
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when 
the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions. ~ MATTHEW 19:21-22 (NKJV) 

Also read Mark 10:17-23 

In this passage, when Jesus spoke, He felt love, possibly compassion 
for the young man, for He knew his heart. Since he kept all of the 

commandments, why wasn’t that enough? To him, his possessions 
were worth more than eternal life. Jesus didn’t want him to be poor, 
but his riches stood between him and life with Jesus.  

What things stand between us and Jesus? Possessions, bad habits, 
doctrines, ideas, attitudes, obsessions, or priorities? 

I think of Acts 5:1-11 where Ananias and Sapphira told the 
disciples they had sold a possession and brought all of the proceeds to 
the disciples. In reality, they kept a part for themselves. (Note that they 
were not required to bring any. Their profit was for them to do as they 
pleased.) But because of their lie and selfishness to God and the Holy 
Spirit, they paid with their lives. 

What am I holding back? Can we be halfway Christians? When 
Jesus looks you in the eye and says, “Follow me,” can you do it? Can 
you leave it all? Can I? 

Today there is a lack of commitment in all things: marriage — if 
it’s still convenient and going well; job — if it’s on my terms; 
parenthood — if convenient, maybe; church — when it’s convenient; 
Jesus — are we committed enough? 

As the young man asked in Matthew, my fear is asking Jesus what 
I am lacking. Is it something I hold dear? I’ve been giving away 
heirloom and nostalgic items our children don’t want. However, my 
fears are not for “items” lost, but reminding me how I fall short — 
wasting time, actions, words, attitudes, etc. What am I willing to give 
or give up to follow Him completely? What’s Jesus calling me and you 
to do? Why fear Him? He would only ask of us anything in love for 
our benefit. What’s between you and Jesus? 
Precious Savior, you gave your all for me; help me give my all for you. If we give 
from our hearts, it’s always enough. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

PASTOR SHERRY ZAPPOLA, RETIRED 
LIVING HOPE WORSHIP CENTER  

Tuesday • December 27 
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Evergreen 
He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does 
not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the 
year of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit. ~ JEREMIAH 17:8 (RSV) 

As I write this, fall weather is in the air with a refreshing crispness. 
In our climate, we also can appreciate the beautiful color changes 

that most trees go through. I took a walk through a wooded area, near 
a stream, and enjoyed seeing all different species of trees and how they 
tend to display similar colors year after year. Maples tend to be yellow, 
orange, and brilliant red. Oak trees tend to turn dark red and brown. 
As I walked farther, I noticed trees that had a different type of leaf, 
called needles. I also realized that they were all maintaining their 
beautiful dark green color. They didn’t go dormant and lose their 
leaves; they were the same all throughout the year.  

As I walked farther, I thought that the trees in the wooded area 
were like our world’s population. There are many types of people, with 
various skin colors, different cultures, various political philosophies, 
and many different religious beliefs. We don’t have the opportunity to 
select our nationality, biological makeup, or skin color; but we can 
choose our religious faith. We can also decide not to change what we 
believe and maintain our Christian faith, like the beautiful 
“evergreens.”  

We do not need to be influenced to change our loyalty to Christ 
by peer pressure or societal mores. We need to stay deeply rooted in 
our faith, so when the winter winds blow and the pressures of society 
increase, we stay strong and display our Christian faithfulness to what 
we believe.  

When we see evergreens, let it be a reminder not to change who 
we are or what we believe, based on the pressures of society. Let’s 
make sure that as Christians, we are forever green for Christ! 
Our dear heavenly Father, please help us to not compromise our beliefs when 
experiencing daily peer pressures. We know you are faithful to those who love 
and serve you. Help us stand strong and ever green in serving you, our Lord and 
Savior. Amen.  

FRED TOMLIN 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF GLASSBORO 

Wednesday • December 28 
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What Do You Want Me to Learn, God? 
My brothers and sisters, think of the various tests you encounter as occasions for joy. 
After all, you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. Let this 
endurance complete its work so that you may be fully mature, complete, and lacking 
in nothing. ~ JAMES 1:2-4 (CEB) 

Surprise! I tried to stand up to go eat dinner one Saturday evening, and I 
could not get out of the chair without help. Hmmm. I decided to eat 

dinner and see if the problem would go away. Nope. OK, I guess it was 
time to call an ambulance. We headed to Inspira to find out what was 
happening to me. The answer came the next day — I had suffered a stroke. 
What were we going to do now?  

In the hospital, there is always plenty going on. I had a whole alphabet 
of tests — MRI, MRA, x-rays, and so on. The nurses were great, as always. 
My family and others visited. Many people were praying for me, and I 
prayed too, asking God what I should be learning from this. The entire 
time I was in the hospital, my attitude was positive. I was feeling better 
each day, doing therapy, and getting stronger. I went home 4 days later. I 
still had weakness on my left side, but overall, I was doing pretty well. 

Once at home, my job, according to Jim, my physical therapist, was to 
rest and get stronger. I worked on the exercises, and they wore me out! I am 
getting older, and I take a lot more naps than I used to, but I was not used 
to not being able to do much of anything. I couldn’t take my wife Christmas 
shopping. I couldn’t help out at the church. I couldn’t do many of the little 
jobs that needed to be done around the house. All I could do was follow 
instructions — rest, rest, and more rest. I was bored and miserable. 

But God is always good. I had stopped talking to Him about it, and 
my positive attitude had slipped away. I forgot to keep asking what I was 
supposed to be learning from all this. It is such a slow process that I 
forgot to keep looking for the good. However, God never forgot about me, 
and I am working on remembering that every day. I do not know what 
the final outcome will eventually be, but I know that I have to trust God 
and His plans for me. 
God, thank you for the life you have given me and the plans you have for my future. 
Help me to trust you more every day. Amen. 

JOHN PRICE 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

This devotional is reprinted in memory of John Price, who went 
home on March 7, 2022. John was a faithful member of Zion United 
Methodist Church. He also served as Fire Chief for Mt. Royal Fire 
Company for 6 years. He wrote this devotional in 2018.
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Eagerly Waiting 
And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment, so 
also Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of many 
people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all 
who are eagerly waiting for him. ~ HEBREWS 9:27-28 (NLT)  

In 2020 my wife, Linda, and I were booked for a long anticipated trip to the 
Canadian Rockies. It would be in celebration of our 50th wedding 

anniversary. Come spring of 2020 and COVID struck. Our trip was 
postponed to summer 2021. Come summer 2021 and COVID caused our trip 
to be postponed once again and rescheduled for 2022. After two plus years of 
waiting, this time it was a go. 

However, at 5:00 a.m. on the day we were to fly out to Toronto and then 
to Vancouver, we received a text that our flight to Toronto had been cancelled. 
To make a long story short, we were rebooked on a flight via Montreal. 
However, the brief layover scheduled for our initial flight now became an 
8-hour layover in the Montreal airport, just waiting for our next flight. That 
waiting was made even longer when the next leg of our flight was delayed by 
the airlines. We finally arrived in Vancouver and joined our tour group early 
the next morning to begin a long-awaited but well-worth-the-waiting trip to 
experience the wonder and beauty of a part of God’s creation. 

While Advent speaks to us of waiting with anticipation for the coming of 
the Christ Child, it is also a reminder that as the people of God we should be 
eagerly awaiting His coming again, His return. In the letter to the Hebrews 
(9:27-28) the writer speaks of Christ having come to offer Himself as a 
once-and-for-all sacrifice for sin. He then says, “He will come again, not to 
deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are eagerly waiting for 
him.” The Amplified Bible says: “…to those who are eagerly and confidently 
waiting for Him.”  

As children eagerly wait for Christmas, are we eagerly and confidently 
waiting for Jesus to come again? It is easy to lose our eagerness and 
confidence when the waiting is long, and just get on with living without 
respect to His return. But the Bible says He will be coming for those who 
eagerly and confidently wait for His return. And remember this, the wait may 
be long, but the reward of waiting will be abundantly above all we could ask 
or hope for. Let this season remind us that the reward of waiting eagerly and 
confidently for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ will far outweigh any 
other thing that can attract or distract us in this life. 

Heavenly Father, help us to fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, and to eagerly and confidently await His coming again in glory and 
victory. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

PASTOR GARY TURK, RETIRED 
MOUNT ROYAL, NJ 

Friday • December 30 
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The Red Heifer 

And if under the old system the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a (red) 
heifer could cleanse men’s bodies from sin, just think how much more surely the 
blood of Christ will transform our lives and hearts. ~ HEBREWS 9:13-14 (TLB) 

The strange commandment to sacrifice a perfect red heifer for the 
cleansing of the Jewish people is one of the most incredible 

examples that foretold of the death, burial, and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It will be one of the most important parts of end-
time prophecies. 

While the Jewish nation looks for the red heifer, we Christians 
have already found it in Jesus. The red heifer needs to fulfill these 
requirements: 
 
Red Heifer                                                   Jesus 
Be spotless                                                 Was without sin 
Sacrificed outside the city                       On a hill on Golgotha 
Ashes sufficient for all people                 Sufficient for all people 
Ashes stored in newly hewn rock          Buried in new tomb 
Mixed with water after 3 days                Buried for 3 days 
Paid for from temple money                   Paid for by 30 silver pieces 
Handed to high priest                              Appeared before Caiaphas 
The curtain had to be opened                 Curtain ripped open at death  
31⁄2 years old                                               Ministry of 31⁄2 years 
Burned with cedar wood and hyssop    Crucified on cedar beam and 

given gall on hyssop branch 
Scarlet wool                                               Was wrapped in scarlet robe 
 

What does this mean for us? We are welcome to enter into God’s 
presence, any day, any time. God has removed the barrier of sin that 
separates us from Him. God isn’t angry with you anymore and has 
provided the sacrifice for us. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your special gifts to all mankind. I accept your 
Son into my heart this Christmas season. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

AL ZAPPOLA 
LIVING HOPE WORSHIP CENTER 

Saturday • December 31 
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