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God’s Promise of Hope 
Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break 
upon us. ~ LUKE 1:78 (NLT) 

A few weeks ago I received an email calling for Advent devotionals. 
Really! The holidays are upon us? Where did the time go — it was 

just Easter! I was thinking, “What should I consider writing that can be 
enlightening?” Personally, I have been in a rut. I just can’t seem to 
shake the feeling of isolation created by COVID.  

I was just beginning to think it was about time to emerge from my 
house and start to mingle more than I have been. I have not been to 
my church since forever. I did go with my children to their church 
until around May when I contracted COVID for about a month, and 
then I got pneumonia and haven’t been in circulation since then. My 
thought is that going out is just too risky.  

Jesus never said it was going to be easy. So here I am on the brink 
of turning over a new leaf. I hope by the time you read this, I will have 
gotten myself together and returned to church. I have missed going to 
church and singing the familiar songs as well as being among friends 
who, hopefully, are as happy to see me as I will be to see them.  

With Advent upon us, we need to be thinking of the One who 
came to give us hope and to save us from our sins. 

So that is what I have decided to do: remove myself from my 
comfort zone. Return to church. Keep foremost in my mind that the 
Savior is coming to give us the hope of salvation.  
Lord, may you see me through these days and give me peace, through your love 
and mercy. Amen. 

JANE KOPONICK 
EVANGELICAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

First Sunday in Advent – Hope 
Scripture 
Read Isaiah 60:2-3  
Prayer 
Lord God, we light this candle to thank you for your Son, our  
Savior Jesus Christ, who is the Light of the World. We who have sat 
in darkness have seen a great light, the light of Jesus Christ, our  
salvation and our hope. We give you thanks and praise in Jesus’ 
name, because He lives and reigns with you in your glory and in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 



The First Advent and the Second Advent  
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” ~ ACTS 1:11 (ESV) 

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  
~ 1 THESSALONIANS 4:17 (ESV) 

“Normal isn’t coming back, but Jesus is!” Ever since I saw that 
statement on a sweatshirt last summer it has returned to my 

mind repeatedly. Just living through the past few years may have 
already convinced many of us that whatever NORMAL is, it may not 
be coming back. But how often do we think about the glorious promise 
that Jesus IS coming back?  

It’s the season of Advent, and we ponder the amazing reality that 
our blessed Lord actually took on the form of man and came to earth 
as a baby. We are even more amazed that He did this knowing His 
time on Earth was to ultimately end in His death as a sacrifice for our 
sins in order to provide our salvation. However, by definition in 
Christian theology, the term Advent not only applies to the original 
coming of Christ, but also to the second coming of Christ. The second 
coming of Christ is also known as the Second Advent. “Normal isn’t 
coming back, but Jesus is!”  

As we journey through the Advent season this year, why not focus 
on both the amazing First Advent as well as the Second Advent, the 
glorious reality of the return of our Lord. And, when something in the 
“new normal” frustrates us, let’s think, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus” 
(Revelation 22:20 KJV). 
Heavenly Father, thank you for being my Savior, and thank you that you are 
coming again. Amen. 

MARSHA HAHN 
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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The story of Christmas is the story of God’s relentless love for us. 
Max Lucado

Monday • November 28
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“Come”: A Word of Hope 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. ~ ROMANS 15:13 (NIV) 

Rebecca Manley Pippert, in her book, Hope Has Its Reasons, wrote, 
“Christians are people of hope and not despair because we know that 

God, who had the first word, will have the last. He is never thwarted or 
caught napping by the circumstances of our lives.” 

During this season of Advent, we have a thrill of hope that 
Emmanuel, God with us, has come to set us free, and we have no need to 
despair because we can find our rest in Him. He came so that He could 
meet us in our every need. The hopes and fears of all our circumstances 
are met in Him, bringing us joy and peace as we come trusting Him. 

Our hope is found in the fact that He says to us: Come. “Come to me, 
all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28 NIV). When we are weary and burdened, we must come to Him, 
setting time aside to simply be in His presence. There we will find rest for 
our souls. We must come with open ears to hear His voice and come with 
open hands to carry back all we gain from being with Him. Then we can 
do all that He asks us to do. 

We have hope that as we come to the Lord, He will come to us. He 
will meet our every need. He came that we may have life more abundantly.  

We have a forever hope. Jesus is coming again. “Behold, I am coming 
soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to 
what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 
the Beginning and the End. Blessed are those who wash their robes, that 
they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates 
into the city … Yes, I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:12-14, 20 NIV). 
Amen, come, Lord Jesus. 

Today, come determined to place all your hopes and dreams and 
desires on the Lord. Come and adore Him. He is Christ the Lord! Come 
with hope! 

Pray this Celtic prayer, knowing that He will come and is truly able:  
Lord, I am poured out, I come to you for renewal.  
Lord, I am weary, I come to you for refreshment.  
Lord, I am worn, I come to you for restoration.  
Lord, I am lost, I come to you for guidance.  
Lord, I am lonely, I come to you for love.  
Come Lord, come revive me. Come reshape me.  
Come mould me in your image.  
Recast me in the furnace of your love. Amen.  

LINDA TURK 
MOUNT ROYAL, NJ 

Tuesday • November 29
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Give Angels Their Due 
(God) placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming 
sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.  
~ GENESIS 3:24 (NIV 1984) 
Seraphs with six wings above the Lord seated on his throne high and exalted as 
they called their praises of God to one another, their voices shook the doorposts 
and thresholds of the temple. ~ ISAIAH 6:2-4 (NIV 1984) 
… when Zechariah … was serving as priest before God. … And the time for 
the burning of the incense came … Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he 
was startled and was gripped with fear. ~ LUKE 1:8-12 (NIV 1984) 

As you decorate or view the decorations of others during this season, 
filter all your experience through God’s true Word. Not to be a 

humbug, but consider the stronger, more glorious Truth that lasts after the 
lights go out. Is getting it right important? Yes. God speaks intentionally, 
not randomly or carelessly, as we often do. What He speaks and who He is 
becomes the Center — the most important Word of all. We can only get it 
right as we hear Him right, which is the job of a lifetime. 

One theme we commonly see during the Christmas season is angels. 
They are often depicted as pretty women or baby angels. This weakens the 
true story. Don’t let the glitter and ruffles obscure the power and the 
flaming swords. Don’t let what you like hide what is. The idea of “baby” 
angels, a popular creation of artists, is purely fictitious. By biblical 
description, angels are mighty, powerful, and often frightening, not pudgy 
or cute. If anything, God’s individually created angels were startling 
figures unlike anything else we have seen. For our benefit, an angel may 
take on the appearance of a man, but generally, they are unseen. 

When we get to heaven, where angels already dwell, we will have new, 
but recognizable, bodies. God “created man in His own image” (Genesis 
1:27-28). Admittedly, this is a huge concept. We do not read of angels 
being created in God’s image — they were created to serve and praise 
God, to do His bidding. 

We like our celebration of Christmas to be pretty, cheerful, happy, 
and more. We should also want it to be true and biblical. 
Holy Spirit, thank you for your Scriptures, full of light and abundant in promise. 
Help us to see in new ways so that we can read with understanding and respond 
with obedience. Amen. 

JANE FISH HARRE 
PROVIDENCE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Wednesday • November 30 
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Faith Fanatic 
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. ~ ROMANS 12:12 (NIV) 

Those of you who enjoy statistics will be interested to know there 
are 95 references to hope in the Old Testament and 85 in the New 

Testament. I am convinced that our Lord has placed these many 
Scriptures in His Word to cover all the circumstances and experiences 
of our life. Today we want to concentrate on what (to quote a 
contemporary cliché) turns you on. Or maybe we could ask, “What 
gets me excited?” 

Most of my friends and my entire family are into sports. Whether 
on a professional level, college, high school, or sand-lot level, we take 
winning and losing seriously. The term fan is derived from fanatic, 
and we are fans of our local teams to the point of being fanatical. 
There is nothing like victory for excitement and nothing like defeat for 
a downer. As I look at my spiritual life and compare it with sports, I 
pray, “Lord, help me to get as excited over the work of the kingdom as 
I do for the Phillies winning the World Series.” 

Bill and Gloria Gaither were aware of this when, a few years ago, 
they wrote a song, “Get All Excited.” The lyrics are a challenge to all of 
us. In it they encourage Christians to tell others about the gospel. The 
message is to keep the main thing the main thing. Get excited about 
what can really bring us joy — HOPE, expectation of success. Be 
turned on to hope so that we can be patient in affliction and faithful in 
prayer. 

As a child, the gifts of Christmas or a birthday were exciting. Now, 
as we mature in our walk with God, we are excited about the gift of 
Jesus as a personal Savior. As adults we are excited about marriage, 
our first child, our education, our first home, our occupation. Now it 
is time to grow up and get excited about how God is working in our 
life and to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. Be a 
fan for Jesus today — a blessed fanatic for the King of Kings.  
Lord, we want to be a fan for Jesus. As you show me ways to work for your 
kingdom, help me feel the excitement of sharing the good news. Amen. 

PASTOR DAVE BAILEY, SR. 
FOUNDER, RANCH HOPE 

ALDINE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Reprinted with permission from The Book of Hope by Dave Bailey, Sr. © 2013.

Thursday • December 1 
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Celebrating the Season 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been 
born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship 
Him.” … Then Herod secretly called for the magi … After hearing the king, they went 
on their way; and behold, the star, which they had seen in the east, went on ahead of 
them until it came to a stop over the place where the Child was to be found. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And after they came into 
the house, they saw the Child with His mother Mary; and they fell down and 
worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented to Him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And after being warned by God in a dream not to return 
to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.  
~ MATTHEW 2:1-2, 7, 9-12 (NASB) 

I start my Christmas shopping early every year; when I see something 
that seems “right” and on sale, I buy it and stash it in my basement. 

This week, I noticed that the stash of boxes has become rather large, 
and yet it doesn’t seem like enough. More significantly, the big pile of 
mysterious boxes seems to miss the point of Christmas. If these gifts 
are symbolic of the Magi’s priceless gifts to the baby Christ, perhaps we 
can better celebrate Christmas as the Magi did in other ways as well. 

The time spent by the Magi in Christ’s presence was brief, but 
their relationship with Christ was obvious, purposeful, focused, and 
led by the Holy Spirit. They told others about Him, and their 
dedication to the search came to the attention of Herod. They searched 
for Him with great effort and expense of their time and fortune. They 
brought sacrificial gifts, and they joyfully lingered in His presence to 
worship Him. And having completed their witness by their words and 
deeds, their need for safety was met by the Holy Spirit when their visit 
was done. This relationship between the Magi and the baby Christ 
clearly was mutual — a two-way street.  

This description of their relationship with Christ gives us clear 
guidance about how to focus our celebration of the Christmas season: 
search for Him, live sacrificially, worship joyfully, and listen to the 
Holy Spirit as we move through life. Taking this teaching into our 
hearts during the Christmas season and through the rest of the year 
promises to revitalize our lives and our witness to others, bringing us 
into a closer, Spirit-led relationship with the Lord.  
Lord, please lead me to focus my time and effort on my relationship with you 
and to do all things for your glory. Amen. 

ANNE BINSEEL 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Friday • December 2 
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Take Heart! 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  
~ JOHN 16:33 (NIV) 

The world appears to be falling apart at the seams these days. 
Natural disasters, political battles, innocent lives lost in random 

killings, wars and conflicts around the world, prices rising and the 
economy sinking — the list seems endless. It can be so disheartening. 
Satan and his demons must be reveling in the turmoil that weighs on 
our minds. 

But wait! The list of troubles is NOT endless. Satan may be having 
a heyday now, but in spite of how it seems, he is not ultimately in 
control. God is! And because God is in control, evil will have an end 
one day, and what is right and good and real will triumph. 

Just look at a tiny part of the truly endless list of evidence of God’s 
good in our world: the beauty of God’s creation, people all over the 
world helping those in need, the little joys that come our way every 
day — a smile, a cozy bed at night, a beautiful sunrise, a hug, a 
snuggling child or pet. This list goes on and on forever. Our lives are 
so full of God’s goodness. We can’t allow the world’s bad to push the 
good away!  

It all comes down to love. God’s love fills our world like oxygen 
fills our air. There is nowhere we can go that God’s love is not already 
there. Therefore, we don’t have to be discouraged by the evil in this 
world. We just have to trust and believe and love, and God will take 
care of the rest. 
Father God, when we get discouraged by all the bad we see around us, remind us 
that your good is so much greater than any evil. You created everything and said 
that it is good, and we trust in your Word. Help us to love as you love, and 
always be aware of your presence. Thank you for sending your Son Jesus to 
remind us of just how great your love is. Amen. 

BETH PRICE 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year. 
Charles Dickens

Saturday • December 3

10


