
You Are Beautiful 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”  
~ MATTHEW 1:20 (ESV) 
“Blessed and to be envied,” he said, “are those whose sins are forgiven and put 
out of sight.” ~ ROMANS 4:7 (TLB) 

I remember a conversation with a coworker about marriage. He met 
his wife while he was in the service decades ago. His eyes lit up when 

he said that when he looks at her, he still sees the same beautiful 
woman he fell in love with. 

Joseph must have been floored when he found out that Mary was 
pregnant and he knew he wasn’t the father. Even before the angel 
appeared in his dream and told him the child was conceived of the 
Holy Spirit, he was going to be respectful and divorce her discreetly.  
In his eyes, he must have still seen the woman he fell in love with. 

God put Jesus Christ on this planet to be born a baby, live a life 
like we live, and die on a cross to take away our sin. This happened so 
when God looks at us, His eyes can light up because He doesn’t see 
sin, but He sees who we have become because of what Jesus did for us! 
Hallelujah! 
Heavenly Father, thank you for sending Jesus to be born and to die on the cross 
so that when you look at us, you see beautiful people and not our sin. Amen. 

KIM TORTELLA 
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent – Peace 
Scripture 
Read Isaiah 9:6-7  
Prayer 
Lord God, we light this candle to thank you for your Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who is the Prince of Peace. We who live in discord and 
strife have found peace in the promise of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ. We give you thanks and praise in Jesus’ name, because He 
lives and reigns with you in your glory, and in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 



God’s Planned Parenthood 
... Mary was pledged to be married to ... Joseph ... a righteous man.  
~ MATTHEW 1:18-19, 24-25; 2:13-14 (NIV 1983) 

In His kindness and wisdom, God always models for us the behavior 
He desires. 

In Joseph, we have such a modeling of fatherhood. Clearly, God 
prepared him for this significant job, yet we have minimal information 
about him and in only a few places. Joseph first risks his reputation as 
he marries his betrothed, and later in his life, flees Herod’s deadly hunt 
for the newborn king. In a word, he is found faithful. 

As we live in these days of seemingly “expendable” fatherhood, 
Joseph shines as a model of this role. First he is a husband, taking on 
the responsibility of a wife as her protector and provider, and then he 
becomes the father, doing the same for her child. 

Look at Joseph’s “grace-full” attitude toward Mary, his obedience 
to God in the face of natural inclination, and his self-restraint. How 
open and prepared Joseph’s heart and mind must have been to so 
readily obey extraordinary commands given in dreams. Joseph knew 
his Father’s voice. 

God, Himself, eternally models these roles as all through His 
Word He calls Himself “husband” and “father,” even as later, Jesus 
instructs His disciples to pray, “Our Father …” 

Look at Joseph and see through him our preparing, present, 
patient Father God as He allows His reflection for our comfort and for 
a pattern to live by. 
Thank you, dear Heavenly Father, for preparing, providing for, and protecting us 
all, and for giving Joseph to Jesus to be your earthly representative – and for this 
dim, but wonderful reflection of who you are. 

JANE HARRE 
PROVIDENCE ORTHODOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Monday • December 20
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The greatest gift wasn’t wrapped in shiny silver paper  
but in swaddling clothes.  

Author unknown



Death as Advent 

What do death and Advent have in common? Both involve expectation 
and preparation. Some of us plan our funerals (though we don’t set 

the date or time). Planning may involve a funeral home, a burial site, a 
coffin, what to wear, type of service, even prepayment. We spend a lot of 
time and money planning it, and we’re going to miss the event! But this 
preparation is a time of expectation for our future life with Christ. 

Just as we prepare for death, we prepare for the beginning of life and 
new babies. However, Mary had no one excited for her when she was told 
she was going to be a mother. She was unmarried and told by an angel she 
was expecting. Joseph surely wasn’t thrilled either. He knew that he was 
not the father, and he almost broke the engagement and sent her packing. 

There were no baby showers. If Joseph had made Jesus a cradle, they 
could not have carried it on the back of their donkey. Mary was not able to 
plan a nursery or even pack a diaper bag. So their marriage began with 
just the two of them, the donkey, and a mandatory trip to Bethlehem to 
pay their taxes. 

Nevertheless, they were filled with expectation and hope. They knew 
the awesome responsibility given to them to be the parents of the Son of 
God. They hoped they were ready, knowing God had chosen them. We 
may find preparation for death a difficult task, but we can hope in God’s 
promises. How many of us hope that at our death we will be ready to enter 
into the Heavenly gates?  

God showed His love by sending His Son. Because He loved us, we 
Christians in turn are preparing our hearts for Jesus to come and take us 
home. Do you truly believe He will be coming soon to take us all away, 
whether through our death or by His second coming? 

As Christmas approaches, I pray you have the joy and peace of God 
deep in your heart. May we have joy and peace even as we prepare for our 
death, knowing that Jesus’ resurrection promises us joy-filled eternal life 
and peace.   

On Christmas Eve or Morning, when the Christ candle is lit, we 
joyfully celebrate the birth of Jesus and prepare to anticipate the second 
coming of Christ. We need to look at our lives anew and prepare for our 
death or Christ’s second coming. This Advent, what are you expecting?  

As we prepare for Christmas through the season of Advent, let us also 
look at death as a time of advent to prepare for our future life with Christ. 
Death is a new door opening, a doorway of welcome into the Kingdom of 
God. I want to be ready; I’m expecting Him to come soon. This I believe. 

DOLORES DANIELS  
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Tuesday • December 21 

28



And the Word Became Flesh 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with God. ~ JOHN 1:1-2 (KJV) 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.  
~ JOHN 1:14 (KJV) 

The dictionary defines “word” as a promise, assurance, or message. 
Many years ago God sent a message: In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  was God … And 
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 

Just how did the Word become flesh? God’s plan was simple. He 
would use His one and only Son to enter mankind through the womb 
of a woman named Mary. The Son would be called Jesus and He 
would be the sacrifice for the sins of humanity. 

A legion of angels would make the announcement and prepare the 
way of His birth. The miracle of miracles happened one night long ago 
in Bethlehem. Mary would feel the pain of birth, but that pain would 
be insignificant compared to the pain to come. 

In the still of the night, Mary’s eyes sparkled as she cuddled her 
newborn baby boy. She looked into His eyes and saw the hope of the 
world. Joseph, his earthly adoptive father, stood by in awe of this 
newborn son, unaware that the same implements he used as a 
carpenter would some day be used to nail his son to a beam of wood. 

Yes, Jesus stepped down from Heaven and the Word became flesh 
so you and I might share paradise with Him. 

You have received a personal gift from the Son of God this 
Christmas season. 

Won’t you open His gift to you? 
Heavenly Father, thank you for your special gift to all mankind. I accept your 
Son into my heart this Christmas season. 

AL ZAPPOLA 
LIVING HOPE WORSHIP CENTER

Wednesday • December 22 
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He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree. 
Roy L. Smith 



The Best Gift Ever 

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” ~ ROMANS 6:23 (NLT) 

Have you ever received what you would describe as the best gift 
ever, wrapped in the finest or fanciest wrapping paper? Did you 

ever say to someone, “This is the best gift anyone has ever given to 
me”? Were you a child, teenager, or adult at the time? Was this gift the 
neatest toy, electronic device, video game, or fashion item? Were you 
the envy of your family, friends, neighborhood, or workplace? Do you 
still have this “best gift ever” or has it gone by the wayside, out of style, 
broken, obsolete, or given away? 

Every year, starting around October, the media begins to tell us 
what the best or “hottest” items are going to be for the upcoming 
Christmas season. They are advertised as the latest, greatest, fastest, or 
most appealing items you need to have. People camp out in front of 
stores the night before to make sure they are first in line to secure 
these items. 

If you became a Christian as a child, teenager, or adult, you have 
already received the “best gift ever.” That gift was the birth of Jesus, 
modestly wrapped in strips of cloth, swaddling clothes. He gave you 
the opportunity to receive the free gift of salvation and eternal life. 
Sadly, many people never take advantage of this free gift. Wouldn’t it 
be outstanding to see people camped out in front of churches, anxious 
to get inside to experience the Good News and accept the gift of 
salvation through Jesus Christ?  

Each Christmas season we will continue to receive gifts from our 
family and friends. In all likelihood, these gifts will wear out, go out of 
style, or break. Or we may just lose interest in them. However, the gift 
of salvation will remain. 

The gift of salvation that Jesus offers, as the saying goes, is “the gift 
that keeps on giving.” 

TED FRETT 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Thursday • December 23
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The Christmas spirit is a spirit of giving and forgiving. 

James Cash Penney



Let Your Light Shine 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world; he who follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” ~ JOHN 8:12 (RSV) 

I was late to the church service so I ran up the back stairs to the choir 
room to put on my choir robe. I entered the sanctuary by the side 

door and found a seat in the second row. Consequently, I didn’t get a 
bulletin or votive candle, which were given out in the narthex. 

It was hard to keep track of the order of the service and appreciate 
the liturgy without the bulletin even though my neighbor shared her 
bulletin with me when she could. 

Toward the end of the service, the pastors shared the light from 
the large altar candles with the congregation. As the light was passed 
from person to person all through the congregation, I realized I was 
the only one without a candle – without a light. How strange and 
alone I felt as I sat there with candlelight all around me – but I was in 
darkness. It was a real revelation of how the spiritually lost might feel. 
I felt like crying out, “Share the light with me! Don’t leave me in the 
dark!” 

Jesus wants us to share His light wherever we are or wherever we 
go. One of the choruses we sang in Sunday School and Bible School 
was this one: 

 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Shine all over Clarksboro, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Shine all over Clarksboro, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

 
God has called a number of believers to go out from our churches 

to let their light shine as pastors or missionaries. May we, too, be light 
bearers that others might find hope, joy, purpose, and peace in this 
darkened world. 
Lord, let my light shine for you. Help me share my light. Amen. 

MARY LOU STETSER 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Friday • December 24 • Christmas Eve 
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Peace On Earth 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
~ Luke 2:13-14 (NKJV) (NIV verse 14 says: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and 
on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”)  

Luke records that after an angel announced to the shepherds that Christ 
was born, a great company of angels appeared in the sky praising God 

and saying: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men!”  

“Peace on Earth” is a popular theme at Christmas. When we think of 
peace, we are usually thinking of cessation of war and conflict, of 
brotherly love, of peace between people or nations. But that is not the 
message of the angels. They were not proclaiming a peace between 
individuals or nations, but peace between God and humankind. You see, 
we were at enmity with God; that is, we were sinners at war with God, 
estranged from God. And Jesus came to earth to provide a way for us to 
be at peace with God, to be reconciled to God. 

Isaiah prophesied that He would be called “the Prince of Peace….” The 
Apostle Paul says of Christ, “He Himself is our peace” (Ephesians 2:14). In 
Colossians 1:20, Paul writes that God was pleased “through him (Jesus) to 
reconcile to himself (God) all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross” (NIV). 
Isaiah wrote: “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by 
his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 

Charles Wesley understood this when he wrote that great Christmas 
carol: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King: Peace on 
earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” The peace that the 
Prince of Peace came to bring was first and foremost a peace that would 
reconcile sinners to God. And we are all sinners, for we “all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). His very name, Jesus, 
was to signify that He would save His people from their sins (Matthew 
1:21). Such is the peace that He brought to earth. 

Now, this is not a blanket reconciliation or salvation irrespective of 
our response. This peace with God is received by putting our faith in 
Jesus Christ, whereupon we become among “those on whom His favor 
rests.” Do you know His peace? It’s available to you today! 
Heavenly Father, thank you for the peace you offer us in Jesus Christ, wherein we may be 
reconciled to you. May such peace be ours as we journey faithfully with the Prince of 
Peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

REV. GARY TURK 
MOUNT ROYAL, NJ 

Saturday • December 25 • Christmas Day 

32


