
Guided by God’s Love 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. ~ LUKE 2:25 (NIV) (PLEASE READ ALL OF LUKE 2:25-35) 

God sent Jesus to Earth for our salvation. He brings us hope 
throughout our lives. Christmas brings hope, love, and special 

memories. I had tried writing a devotional recently, but the words just 
wouldn’t come. I had failed to follow through with some promptings 
from the Lord. We should always listen to the Lord’s promptings, yet 
we often don’t.  

Recently I was excited and encouraged by God to invite my old 
neighbor to church. After not seeing him for weeks, one Sunday I saw 
him walking home from Wawa with his coffee. I surprised him and 
asked if he ever went to church. He answered “sometimes.” Of course, 
I invited him to Zion, this time following God’s prompting. I have 
hope that he may decide to join us. 

When the Holy Spirit revealed to Simeon who the baby Jesus was, 
Simeon took Jesus up in his arms and blessed Him. Now God’s promise 
to Simeon was fulfilled. He could now depart from this world. He had 
seen the salvation God had promised. We all need to follow the 
promptings from the Lord, and we all need Jesus in our lives. 
Lord of all, we praise you because Jesus fulfills all the promises in your Word. 
Love came down at Christmas, and we can love each other knowing that you 
first loved us, and we are made in your image. Help us to follow your guidance 
daily to do as you want us to do. Thank you, Heavenly Father. 

BETTY LITTLE 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Second Sunday in Advent – Love 
Scripture 
Read Mark 1:4 and John 14:6 
 
Prayer 
Lord God, we light this candle to thank you for your Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who is the Way. We, who like sheep, have gone astray 
and have found the way to you through Jesus Christ, who loves us 
with an unconditional love. We give you thanks and praise in Jesus’ 
name, because He lives and reigns with you in your glory, and in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



No Ordinary Baby  
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. ~ ISAIAH 9:6 (NIV)  

Advent is the time of the year when Christians anticipate and 
celebrate the birth of a baby, not an ordinary baby, but God 

Himself. Matthew 1:23 tells us, “The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel, which means God 
with us.” As Christians, we understand the purpose of God coming to 
earth, but I’ll leave that for another holiday season. I want to focus on 
the fact that Christ came as a baby, a vulnerable, dependent baby.  

I said above that He was not an ordinary baby, but is there such a 
thing as an ordinary baby? Are babies in the category of generic items 
with no outstanding features and therefore can be considered 
disposable? Disposable like when they are not wanted or come at an 
inconvenient time? Mary, the mother of Jesus, certainly didn’t think 
so. Her response to her difficult situation was to glorify God.  

Psalm 139:13-15 makes it clear that God has a personal hand in 
our development: “For you created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My 
frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place.”  

Joyful anticipation of a baby’s birth is not limited to parents alone; 
grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and close friends also look 
forward to the birth of a new baby. 

Babies are some of the most vulnerable humans on the planet and 
need our protection. Why then is the destruction of the unborn 
treated in the same way as the disposal of any ordinary item? As we 
look expectantly to Christmas and the birth of the Christ child, search 
your heart and pray for guidance about what you can do to protect the 
lives of the unborn. There are local organizations doing wonderful 
work that can use your support. Let’s follow Solomon’s advice in 
Proverbs 24:11: “Rescue those being led away to death; hold back 
those staggering toward slaughter.”  
Heavenly Father, creator and sustainer of life, we thank you for the care that you 
took “knitting us together.” Thank you for the Christ child, and lead us to be a 
blessing to the unborn. Amen.  

SYLVIA GRUBER  
CALVARY CHAPEL SOUTH JERSEY, NATIONAL PARK, NJ
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Gideon Bible 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” ~ 2 TIMOTHY 2:15 (KJV) 

At a very young age, I went with my Daddy when he spoke at 
various churches as a Gideon speaker. I remember hearing and 

watching Daddy give his testimony. He received his first Gideon Bible 
as he entered WWII. He was also given a deck of playing cards. He 
threw the world away (the deck of cards) but kept the casing they came 
in and wrapped his Gideon Bible in the casing for protection from the 
elements. Daddy entered WWII with faith in Jesus and standing on the 
Word of God. My brother still has that water-logged Gideon Bible that 
Daddy would show during his testimonial.   

I have a habit of looking for the Gideon Bible in waiting rooms, 
hotels, and hospitals, opening them and looking to see if anyone has 
underlined a verse or written an inspiration in the margin. In 2019 on 
Thanksgiving I was at a hospital rehab and I opened a Gideon Bible in 
the room. To my surprise I found a $20.00 bill! I whispered, “Lord, 
what do You want me to do with this gift?” (James 1:17 says, “Every 
good and perfect gift is from above.”) 

I immediately thought of a yearly local fundraiser, “Team Chris.” 
Several years ago a church family lost their teenage son, Chris, in an 
auto accident. At his memorial the preacher revealed that Chris had 
secretly given money to the preacher to buy toys for children at 
Christmas. Chris’s family has a fundraiser every year in his memory; 
they purchase toys, coats, and other needs and take a trailer full to the 
U.S. Marine Corps Toys for Tots for distribution in our area. 

Daddy also often played Santa Claus, and it was like Daddy and 
Chris got together in heaven and hatched this idea together to bring 
joy to the season. As I passed the $20.00 to Chris’s mother, I told her 
how I found the money in the Gideon Bible, and I felt Daddy and 
Chris wanted her to have it for this mission to bring joy and peace. 

A verse was underlined in that Gideon Bible: “Behold, I will bring 
it health and cure, and I will cure them and will reveal unto them the 
abundance of peace and truth” (Jeremiah 33:6 KJV). 
Lord Jesus, thank you for the unexpected gifts of life. May we always give our 
testimonies of your grace and praise you for the ultimate gift of life and the joy of 
the season. In the Name of Jesus and to your glory, Amen. 

DIANA MCMILLION  
NORTH RALEIGH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Tuesday • December 7 
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God’s Mercy 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in 
the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction pass by. 
~ PSALM 57:1 (ESV) 

Recently our area of New Jersey experienced an EF-3 tornado. This 
is not news to those of us who witnessed it from the sidelines or 

were in its path. Many people lost everything or part of everything 
they owned. This unexpected circumstance came as a shock. My 
brother lives in the path the tornado followed, and his home sustained 
damage, but it can be repaired. I believe God’s hand was and continues 
to be on him. In fact, I think God’s hands and His angels’ wings were 
obvious throughout this entire weather situation.  

I work at a local community college, and after the tornado I got 
into a discussion with one of our students on the way to the parking 
lot. He called this last 18 months an “end-of-the-world” scenario.  
I think people have felt that way every time something disastrous has 
happened. We recall our parents talking about the Great Depression 
and World War II. My generation has witnessed the assassinations of 
the 1960s and the attack on the World Trade Center. Surely, at these 
times, we thought the world could not keep on spinning and move on. 
Yet it has and continues to do so. 

After the tornado, my commute revealed more destruction. As I 
looked at the trees in the town of Wenonah that were stripped of 
branches and the 50-yard swatch carved out by the tornado,  
I wondered how these houses could still be standing. Yet, as the debris 
lay in the streets and on houses, something miraculous happened. No 
one was seriously injured or died there that day. Neighbors started 
helping neighbors and checking up on each other. Chainsaws came 
out. A lot of chopping and dragging things to the curb became the 
theme of the day and the many days that followed. 

Not only did God protect these people, but He gave them faith in 
each other. They could reach out and do the task put before them. For 
me, it restored some faith in humanity to see that sight, and it made 
me more aware of God’s mercy. 
Heavenly Father, thank you for your protection and your hand of mercy. Amen.  

CAROL ATKINSON 
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Wednesday • December 8 

15



Be Alert! 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that 
time will come” ~ MARK 13:32-33 (NIV) 

When I was in military occupational specialties (MOS) training 
for the U.S. Army National Guard, we had to take 3-hour shifts 

serving as the night guard. One of the most critical directives was that 
we had to be completely alert and aware of our surroundings so that 
we would notice the slightest of abnormalities or movements that 
could suggest an intruder or security breach. Training oneself to be 
alert after being awakened from a sound sleep was difficult but vital, 
since one never knew when a drill sergeant might come around to do 
their check to see if we were actually awake and paying attention. We 
never knew which night or on which shift one of the instructors would 
come by, and we did not want to be caught sleeping or distracted when 
they came around! While difficult, it was obviously important training 
to help prepare us should we ever need to be in a combat situation with 
real enemies around us. 

In the passage from Mark, Jesus directs us to remain alert and 
awake spiritually, not only to protect us from temptation’s lure, but 
also for the day when Christ calls us home or returns to this earth. 
Jesus said that we must be alert so that we are not caught unaware, 
asleep, or distracted since we do not know the day or hour when He 
will appear.  

The season of Advent is a perfect time to look deeply at ourselves 
to ensure that we are ready for when Christ returns and looks inside 
our lives to see if we have been loving God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength and loving each other as ourselves. Christ is 
coming – are there any dark places in our lives that we need to shine 
God’s Light upon and allow Him to forgive and transform? Are there 
places where temptation can get a foothold that we need to guard 
ourselves against with the Spirit’s help? Advent is a season of spiritual 
preparedness so that we may more fully celebrate the wonderful news 
of Immanuel – God with us! 
Dear Lord, wake up our spirits so that we are ready for the day when you will 
come again to call your people home. In your name we pray, Amen. 

REV. KIM WECHT 
CHAPLAIN, UNITED METHODIST COMMUNITIES AT PITMAN 
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Christmas Usable 
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the 
crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in 
large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, 
worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “I tell you the 
truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They 
all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all 
she had to live on.” ~ MARK 12:41-44 (NIV) 

Can God use us to reach out to others? YES, a resounding YES. We 
are usable to our Lord. No matter who we are, no matter what our 

circumstances are, no matter where we are in our journey of faith, God 
will and can use us. He will use whoever, however, whenever, and 
wherever He chooses. We must be prepared because once God sets His 
sights on us, we are not our own.  

Jesus used fishermen and fish. He used sinners, widows, people 
who were ill, an adulterous woman. Jesus used a small boy with a basket 
of five loaves of bread and two fish to feed more than 5,000 people 
with food left over (Mark 6:30-44). Jesus used a mustard seed and He 
used water. He used a murderer and a thief. God uses whatever 
resources He needs to reach out to all people to teach us about His 
love, forgiveness, mercy, compassion, and grace.  

Let’s be prepared and be forewarned: God will use us. We are the 
whoever. Jesus will use us however He chooses, whenever He wants, 
and wherever He desires. What Jesus wants from us is that we give 
Him our all, our everything. He wants us to give it with a spirit of 
gratitude and generosity and not grudgingly or for recognition. No 
holding back. Jesus will take all that we give Him and use it, and in 
return, He will give us even more than we had before. We can expect 
it, so we must be prepared for a wonderful adventure with Jesus as He 
uses us. Let’s be usable as we go and serve the Lord! We are 
Christmas-usable every day as we serve Jesus. 
Lord, I am willing to be used for your purposes. Help me hear your call. Amen. 

CHAR GAYLORD 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

hg 
God can use your smile, your compliment, to breathe new life into 

people’s spirits. To you it may be no big deal, but to that other 

person, it’s what keeps them moving forward. ~ Author unknown

Friday • December 10 
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Gifts for Your Next Step 
They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their 
knees, they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented 
him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. ~ MATTHEW 2:11 (CEB) 

We Three Kings, Verse 2 and Refrain 
Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 
O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright, 

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
When the magi had departed, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up. Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. 
Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will soon search for the child in order to kill 
him.” Joseph got up and, during the night, took the child and his mother to 
Egypt. He stayed there until Herod died. ~ MATTHEW 2:13-15 (CEB) 

The verses of the carol, “We Three Kings,” detail the type of gifts given 
to Jesus and His family. You may not understand everything about 

frankincense and myrrh, but I’m pretty sure you are familiar with gold.  
Think about the different stages of gifts. I remember shaking boxes 

and knowing whether it was toys or clothes. As a kid, I obviously wanted 
to hear toy sounds. Then as a teenager, I was glad to receive clothes. Now 
as an adult, the gifts often fit easily into an envelope. Those are fun gifts 
too. Do you think Jesus as a baby would have appreciated gold?  
I guarantee you that Joseph and Mary did. 

The gifts don’t always make sense to us in the manger scene, but they do 
when Joseph and Mary have to flee to protect their son. It reminds me of the 
character, Father Christmas, in C.S. Lewis’ Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe. When presenting gifts to the children, he said, 
“These are your presents, and they are tools, not toys.” Sometimes what we 
give is used for a much greater purpose than what we could have expected.  

How do you think Mary and Joseph would have made their way 
down to Egypt? The gold might have helped pay for their Uber, their 
AirBNB along the way, or the security deposit on a two-bedroom condo 
in Egypt. These gifts helped them begin a new life.  

Hopefully you will receive some good gifts this year. Some might be 
toys, clothes, or even gold. These gifts might be the very things that you 
not just wanted, but that you actually needed to take a next step. How will 
your Christmas gifts help you begin a new life?  
Lord, thank you for the gift of your Son, Jesus, the gift that helps us become new.  

REV. MICHAEL P. SMITH 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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