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Easter • April 4

Easter: Death and Resurrection = Hope! 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy, he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. ~ I PETER 1:3 (NIV) 

The sudden passing of beloved family and friends this past year due 
to COVID-19 and other reasons has brought home the message of 

the Easter story and its hope for me. As we go through the grieving 
process, I can’t help but remind everyone of the Good News: if we truly 
believe, we will once again be reunited with loved ones. The tears and 
sadness here on Earth will surely give way to rejoicing with our Lord 
when it’s our turn to go. It hurts for a short time for those left behind, 
but our joy will be living forever in His presence. 

In the Easter story, Jesus’ disciples and the women were 
heartbroken and grief-stricken at His death. Can we for a moment 
imagine their incredulous joy when they found that empty tomb and 
realized the Resurrection had indeed taken place as they had been 
told? What an awesome feeling that must have been! 

Our loved ones are now at peace in the company of the Lord. How 
glorious for them that they have had their own personal Easter! We, 
too, will have that same joy if we only believe! We can take comfort in 
His grace through the dark despair and know for sure that we will 
have eternity with our Lord. Hallelujah! 
Dearest Lord Jesus, thank you for always being there when I need you the most, 
when I am in despair. Thank you for the peace, comfort, and hope you give to 
those who call upon you. Please help me to continue to share the Good News of 
Easter. I ask this in the precious name of Jesus, amen. 

KATHY CHANDO 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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I have come to believe that the mark of the truly sanctified heart 
is that it cares more about another’s salvation than it does about 
its own well-being. It is not the words you say or the deeds you 
do that really matter. It is whether deep down in your spirit you 
have taken the way of the Cross and come to the place where 
you care about what Jesus cares about and are willing to give up 
everything so people will be redeemed. 

Dennis F. Kinlaw 
This Day with the Master: 365 Daily Meditations 
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Consider It Pure Joy 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. ~ JAMES 1:2-4 (NIV) 

What pure joy 2020 was! Right? If you didn’t face trials of many 
kinds, I don’t know where you were. Whenever I need a reality 

check from God, I go directly to the book of James. It is short, sweet, 
and direct. Throughout 2020, I kept going to James for guidance and 
never made it very far. I’m sure you can see why after reading the 
verses directly after his introduction. 

Every verse I read was a challenge for me. Here are a few of my 
“many trials” that I’m sure we all share: global pandemic, social 
distancing, major events being canceled, limited interactions within 
the church, political tensions, and loved ones passing. How are we, my 
brothers and sisters, to consider these things as pure joy? 

James is writing this to the early church. All the trials I mention 
have affected the modern church, yet our mission remains the same. It 
was easy to feel disheartened by all of the changes within the church 
this past year. But the 2020 challenges also stopped the church from 
becoming stagnant. We have had to be creative and not rely on going 
through the same motions and traditions of years past. Undoubtedly 
there have been growing pains, but how else are we to grow? The 
intentionality of ministry has been more present, I think, than before.  

Our faith has been tested. The testing of our faith produced 
perseverance (whether you wanted perseverance or not), and it shows. 
Now let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything!    

God bless you all! 
Lord, help us consider our trials as joys, knowing that you are in control. Amen. 

JEREMY ANDRADE 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

And one final word from Trinity’s youth pastor …




