
God Will Provide the Way 
I will refresh the weary and satisfy the faint. ~ JEREMIAH 31:25 (NIV) 

The year 2020 turned into something no one could have anticipated, 
with a worldwide pandemic that turned our world upside down. It 

ushered in a whole new way of doing things that affected every aspect 
of living. 

Challenges that presented themselves became reasons to look 
down and fall into a pit of despair, hopelessness, uncertainty, and 
loneliness. This made it easy to become weary and faint. Looking up, 
we began to see hope in the ingenuity and kindness of those adapting 
to a new way of doing things. God was providing the way forward. 

Businesses that were stuck with inventories of food they could not 
sell on the premises began providing curbside pickup or donating the 
food to others in need. We observed relentless efforts of our health 
care industry. First responders and other essential workers continued 
to work and provide services at great personal risk. There was a story 
of someone providing a newly handmade face mask to another person 
who had arrived at a store without a mask and was denied entry. 

Churches went to extraordinary efforts to provide worship 
services, Bible studies, and amazing music via Zoom, YouTube, and 
Facebook; they eventually opened again for modified in-person 
worship. 

This gives us an opportunity as we move into a new year and 
move through the season of Lent to really evaluate what is truly a 
priority. We can so easily get distracted and caught up in busyness that 
we find the day is gone, and we discover things we have neglected. 
Then we realize we should have focused on things like family, friends, 
phone calls, or visits to the lonely, afflicted, or needy.  

An old devotional from several years back addressed this very 
issue and suggested that we “not let love go undone.” I invite you to 
reflect on this and see if there are other areas that you should consider 
making a priority during this season of Lent. 
Dear Lord, help us to see clearly, and show us areas we need to consider and not 
let love go undone. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

LACY HAYNICZ 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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A Lesson from Zacchaeus 
And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” ~ LUKE 19:5 (NASB) 

Many of us remember singing the song “Zacchaeus Was a Wee 
Little Man” when we were children in Sunday School. The song 

and the story are both good lessons for children — as well as adults. 
We can learn from the effort made by Zacchaeus. He climbed a tree to 
see Jesus. We can also learn from the fact that Jesus took time to reach 
out to him, and what Jesus said to him had a direct bearing in saving 
Zacchaeus. This story takes place in Jericho, which was the “pantry” of 
Judea and was what led to Zacchaeus being wealthy as the chief tax 
collector.  

For us today, there are other lessons in this simple story, found 
only in Luke. Jesus reaches out to Zacchaeus on a personal level, He 
calls him by name, and tells him to immediately come down from the 
tree. Jesus goes even further as He says, “I am coming to your house 
for a social event.” Of course, criticism started immediately from the 
crowd as they questioned why Jesus was going to the house of a sinner.  

Zacchaeus knew what it would cost both of them to have Jesus 
come to his house since he was a disliked member of the community. 
However, Zacchaeus didn’t let his wealth stop him from seeking Jesus. 
He realized he needed someone to explain to him the way of salvation. 
His conversion was dynamic, resulting in his giving half his goods to 
the poor and restoring four times his tax overcharges to the people of 
Jericho. 

Zacchaeus judged himself quickly. True repentance starts this way. 
He knew he had to act to fix his past misdeeds and start his new life. 
Jesus rewarded him by saying, “Today salvation has come to this 
house because he, too, is a Son of Abraham” (Luke 19:9). In the next 
verse, Luke 19:10, Jesus sums up His reason for coming to earth: “For 
the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

This is the key theme of the New Testament, and it should be our 
central focus as we journey through Lent and look forward to Easter. 
As we prepare during Lent for Easter, we pray, dear God, that we can have a 
more normal Easter than last year. We pray that the pandemic will be fading 
and once again we can enjoy worshiping you and being in one another’s 
company at in-person church. 

TOM BENNETT 
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Pray Like You Really Believe It 
Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be 
done. ~ LUKE 22:42 (NIV) 

This past year so much has happened in our world and our nation 
that needed to be lifted to our Lord in prayer. Our nation was not 

only dealing with a pandemic, but there was also an increase in forest 
fires, several powerful hurricanes, earthquakes, and national unrest as 
we journeyed through 2020. It seemed like Satan was having a ball.  

The downward trend didn’t just start with this past year, though. 
Prayer was taken away from school years ago, the family is falling 
apart, many TV shows and movies are not suited for adults or 
children, many activities are now scheduled on Sunday (the Lord’s 
Day), just to name a few. We seem to have lost our purpose. We 
wonder why so many people are disrespectful, selfish, and have no 
sanctity or respect for human life. Our nation is getting farther and 
farther away from God. How can we ask God to bless us, when we 
treat each other with such disrespect? It is very disheartening. 
Nevertheless, we do ask God to bless America, and at the same time, 
we remember that He has blessed us and there is so much to be 
grateful for. 

Remember, God loves each of us, no matter what we do. With 
God, nothing is impossible, and God is still in control. There is no 
task too hard, no problem too difficult, and no burden too heavy for 
God. He is fully aware of our fears. So when you pray, do not put your 
will above His will, don’t insist on your way, and don’t dictate to God 
or expect an immediate answer. Instead, pray like Jesus, the sinless 
Son, did: “Not my will, but yours be done.” 

My prayer is the third verse of the song, “How Great Thou Art.” 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,  
That on a cross, my burdens gladly bearing,  
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
“How Great Thou Art” by Stuart K. Hine   

Yes, we all are sinners and He loves us all the same, no matter 
what we have done. Amen!  

TRUDY JENKINS 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Let Go 

Humble yourselves in the sight of the lord, and He will lift you up.  
~ JAMES 4:10 (NKJV) 

One of the benefits of living in an assisted living facility is that 
when help is needed, it’s just a phone call away. 

Recently we needed assistance, and an aide we had not met before 
came to our door. She was not given to much conversation but 
immediately instructed me to hold onto the grab bar. But then she 
said, “Let go.”  

“I can’t let go. I will fall,” I answered.  
“You won’t fall. I’ve got you. Now let go!” Her tone increased in 

volume as she said, “If you want me to help you, you’ve got to let go.” 
Those words stayed with me as I thought that Jesus might use 

similar words. If we want God’s help, we have to let go — of our 
mistrust, our anger, our jealousy, our faultfinding, and our judgmental 
attitude, to name a few. 

A while ago someone did something that caused me great distress. 
I wanted to tell the person just how I felt, which might have caused a 
rift in our friendship. I didn’t, and I tried to look beyond it. How 
much better to let go of some of the things that happen to us. Let the 
love of God flow in and through us. 
Lord, help us not to hang onto the things that would keep us from experiencing 
the love you have for us. Amen. 

CAROL PHILLIPS 
UNITED METHODIST COMMUNITIES AT PITMAN 

Christ came to bring forgiveness of sins. If we are to be sent in 
his place, then we too become instruments through which God’s 
forgiveness comes to the world: “If you forgive anyone his sins, 
they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven” (John 20:23).  
We cannot forgive sins. Only God can do that. But we can be the 
means through which the gospel of forgiveness comes to a sinful 
world. We must remember that we are here in Christ’s stead. 

Dennis F. Kinlaw, Preaching in the Spirit

hg



I Am the Rock 
Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD himself, is the Rock eternal.  
~ ISAIAH 26:4 (NIV) 

I was struggling with doubts recently, so I decided to reach out to the 
leader of my Bible study group to talk and pray about my doubts. 

During our meeting earlier that week, she had led us through a 
prayer exercise. She told us to imagine we were meeting Jesus in a field 
of wildflowers, and then we shared a meal with Him at a table He had 
prepared for us. The whole experience felt so real and relaxing, but 
almost immediately after, I felt the doubts start to creep in. Was that 
really Jesus, or was it all in my head? 

When I spoke to my group leader, I told her about my experience 
and how the doubts had come pouring in right after the exercise 
ended. She reassured me that what I experienced really did happen, 
and the doubts I felt were nothing but lies. Then she led me through 
another prayer in the wildflower field to see what Jesus would say. 

This time, I followed Jesus to a spot where we could see the rolling 
hills stretch on for miles. He had shown me this view in the exercise 
the first time, but now I looked at the ground beneath me and realized 
that I was standing on a large gray stone. I turned to Jesus, and He 
said, “I am the Rock.” 

I was struck with a realization in that moment. Like the parable 
from Matthew, having faith is like building your house on rock. When 
the storms come, it will hold fast to its strong foundation. But if we 
build our house on sand, the rain and winds will sweep it away. 

I realized that by choosing to stand on the Rock — choosing to 
have faith in Jesus — I am stronger than my doubts. Having Him as 
my solid foundation means that even during storms, I will not fall. 
Fears and doubts may come, but as long as I continue to choose the 
Rock, I’ll always stand tall. 

Next time you feel like you’re weathering a storm, I challenge you 
to think about where you’ve built your foundation. Are you choosing 
to stand on the Rock? 
Dear God, please remind us of the solid, eternal foundation that you allow our 
faith and lives to be built upon. Amen. 

RACHAEL KELLEY 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Out of Control 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.  
~ PSALM 119:105 (KJV) 

I am an avid reader. My choices used to be textbooks as I used 
underlining, note taking, quotes, and footnotes for all those papers 

for school. 
Since retiring, I’ve been reading Christian novels. My favorite 

authors are Michael Phillips and a few Amish novelists. These novels 
contain prayers, Christian insights, and Scripture. 

Lately, these books have been mentoring me. In this mixed-up, 
threatening, and out-of-control world in which we live, I’ve been 
angry, sad, and fearful for my family. I imagine I’m not alone. 

Rather than watch TV, I read. These novels mirror real life events 
and use Scripture as teaching moments, which have reinforced truths 
in my life. 

I admit some of my thoughts on recent events have been harsh 
and judgmental. I read “Take every thought captive” (2 Corinthians 
10:5) and repeat it a few times each week. Funny (not ha ha) how so 
many traumas can cause anger when your prayers go unanswered. 
First Samuel 3:1 tells us, “The Word of God was rare in those days 
with no revelation” — because Eli wasn’t honoring God. This seemed 
like my life. Did I neglect God? Was I angry, not believing God was 
still powerful and in control? Maybe.  

I decided to give up the throne and allow God to direct me.  
Are things perfect? Am I? NO. Yet I can see God directing me 

again for ministries. I ask anyone on the phone (sales, receptionists, 
etc.) for their prayer request and then pray for them. I wrote a booklet 
of poetry songs. I make encouragement cards and give them to those 
the Lord tells me have a need. Al and I are working on another project 
as well. God is using me in other significant ways. 

God’s Word is used in everyday wondrous ways if we are open. 
Psalm 118:8 reminds us: “It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to 
trust in people.” 
Thank you, Lord, for your patience with me. And thank you for your Word for 
life. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.  

SHERRY ZAPPOLA 
LIVING HOPE WORSHIP CENTER 



Listener Beware 
Jesus answered him, “It is written: Man shall not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God.” ~ MATTHEW 4:4 (NIV) 

Recently I have had a lot of extra time on my hands. I often pass the 
time by listening to YouTube presentations, mainly Bible studies, 

or by visiting other Christian websites. There are many excellent ones 
out there, but beware — there is also a lot of bad theology being 
peddled on the internet. Our spiritual enemy takes great pleasure in 
deceiving and misdirecting from the truth. How is a Christian or 
another seeker to know the good from the bad? Below are a few things 
that might be red flags and help you steer clear of bad theology. 

One is the view of the Scripture. Is the site referencing the Scripture 
as the authoritative word of God or are one’s feelings regarding the 
content an important factor? Is there encouragement to interpret the 
Scripture from the current cultural vantage point or to recognize that 
an omniscient God inspired the biblical writers to pen timeless truths? 
Are there topics in the Scripture or terms that can no longer be 
preached from the pulpit because they are not inclusive? Steer clear! 

If a site is discussing salvation, what is the view of sin and 
repentance? Remember that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God” (Romans 3:23); therefore, all require repentance. Repentance 
is not just for a few specific groups.  

If the presentation embraces several ways to God, click out 
immediately. In John 14:6, Jesus clearly states, “I am the way and the 
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
Thinking there are many paths to heaven minimizes the pain and 
alienation that Christ experienced on the cross and makes Him a liar. 
Also, it may keep one from surrendering their life to a Savior who was 
willing to pay the price for our transgressions and, consequently, 
change the location of one’s eternal home. That would make Satan happy. 

The enemy of our soul is also the enemy of the one true God. He 
is a deceiver and a liar who works day and night to keep people from 
the truth. “When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Beware! 
Heavenly Father, Psalm 18:30 tells us “… the word of the Lord is flawless.” Give 
us discernment to separate the truth from the lies. Amen. 

SYLVIA GRUBER 
CALVARY CHAPEL SOUTH JERSEY
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