
We Know the Ending 
All these God-signs he had given them and they still didn’t get it, still wouldn’t 
trust him. ~ JOHN 12:37 (MSG) 

At our house, we watch many Hallmark movies. The nice thing 
about them is that we always know that the movie will end on a 

positive note, so it makes us feel good. Knowing how the movie ends 
makes a difference in our mindset while we are watching it.  

When I read the Bible, I have often thought how thickheaded 
some of the people during the time of Jesus seemed to be. They saw all 
of the miracles that Jesus performed, knew all of the signs from 
Scripture that He fulfilled, and yet they still didn’t get that He was the 
Messiah! Jesus taught that His death and resurrection would provide 
the way for the forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life. There 
were those who believed Him, but so many others would not. How 
could they not see? For many of them, it was not until after Jesus’ 
resurrection that they were finally able to believe — and for some that 
time never came. 

Of course, I realize that my perspective is different from theirs.  
I know from reading the Bible that Jesus did come back, and that He 
then went on to be with His Father, all to prepare a place for us. I 
guess knowing that the ending was a good one makes a difference in 
how I see it. 

So why don’t I believe and trust the signs that God gives us today? 
Why do I still worry so much and try to figure out things my own way, 
when the Bible gives clear directions with the evidence right there in 
front of me? I know the journey is hard, and in spite of all the 
blessings I receive every day, I am afraid. I guess I am just as 
thickheaded as those in Bible times! But, thank God, He understands 
me just as He did those people back then. So every day I will continue 
to seek Him and to love Him and His children. I will not stop 
believing and trusting because I already know the ending, and the 
ending is oh so good!  
Jesus, thank you for telling us all we need to know about what is to come. Give 
us the faith to trust that what you have planned is so much better than anything 
we can imagine. Amen. 

BETH PRICE 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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Who Is Jesus to You? 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” ~ MATTHEW 16:15 (NKJV)  
Also read Matthew 16:13-16. 

Every day we are faced with questions. Some are simple, others are 
complex. Some require an easy answer; others probe into our 

being, seeking to define who we are and what we are about, where we 
have come from and where we are going. Perhaps there is no question 
more significant than that put forth by Jesus when He asked, “Who do 
you say that I am?” That is a question of eternal significance. 

It was at Caesarea Philippi, a place steeped in pagan worship as well 
as Caesar worship, that Jesus put forth two questions to His disciples: 
“Who do others say that I am?” and “Who do you say that I am?” 

The disciples responded to the first question with names like John 
the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. Today people might 
answer that He was a good teacher, a historical figure, a good example, a 
moral leader. However, Jesus wasn’t taking an opinion poll. He was 
interested in whether or not people were discovering who He truly was. 

Then Jesus put forth the real question: “Who do you say that I 
am?” Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
In saying that He was the Christ, Peter was saying that Jesus was the 
long-awaited Messiah, the promised Savior of the world. And in 
calling Jesus the Son of the Living God, he was acknowledging His 
divine nature and being and power. Peter’s answer got to the heart of 
what Jesus was asking. 

However, this was not just a question for Peter and the other 
disciples, but a question that comes to each one of us today. Who do 
you say that Jesus is? He is not looking for a popular or generic 
response. He wants to know deep down in our hearts who we say 
Jesus is. Do we really believe in the depths of our being that He is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God? For if we do, that will determine 
how we live our life, as well as our eternal destiny. 

During this season of Lent, take time to reflect on that question 
and your response to it. Who do you say that Jesus is? And what 
difference, then, does that make in how you live your life? 
Dear Lord, help me to not answer the question with cliché words, but truly 
embrace you as Savior and Lord of my life. I ask this in Jesus’ name, amen. 

REV. GARY TURK 
CLARKSBORO, NJ 
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How to Be Filled With the Holy Spirit  
First, we must recognize our need.  
Second, we must believe that the Holy Spirit not only 

can fill and cleanse our spirits, but will. 
Third, we must be willing for Him to fill and possess us. 
Fourth, we must trust the Spirit to fill us now. 

Dennis F. Kinlaw, Preaching in the Spirit

hg

Wave of Light 
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are 
doing. ~ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:11 (NIV) 

Every day I take an early morning walk around my neighborhood. 
Along the way I see cars, trucks, and school buses pass me on the 

road. I take the same route most days, so I see a lot of the same vehicles 
pass by. The other day I decided to wave to everybody who drove by 
me. I live alone, and giving that wave helped me make a connection 
during these challenging times.  

Raising my hand to wave is my way of saying, “Hello, good 
morning, have a good day!” And when they wave back, I believe they 
are saying the same to me. Sometimes I get a smile in return, too! One 
day an older lady gave me a smile and a honk of her car horn. 

Lately I have been singing “This Little Light of Mine” as I am 
walking and waving. I give my “wave of light” and may it shine 
brightly! What can you do today to bring the light of Christ to a 
broken and lost world?  
Dear Jesus, thank you for showing me a way to connect to people during this 
pandemic through the simple gesture of a morning wave.  

SHARON CONSTANTINE 
MONROEVILLE, NJ  

Note: I was inspired to write this after reading May Cunningham’s devotional 
in the 2020 Advent book where she talked about “unexpected connections.” 



How Long, O Lord? 
Wait patiently for the Lord. Be strong and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the 
Lord. ~ PSALM 27:14 (NLT) 

For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for 
us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever. So we don’t look at 
the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be 
seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see 
will last forever. ~ 2 CORINTHIANS 4:17-18 (NLT) 

How long will I have to deal with this pain? How long will I be 
waiting to hear from you? How long until I hear back about my 

job? How long until you fulfill what you’ve promised? These questions 
have been asked for centuries. Even David, the man known to be “after 
God’s own heart,” asked these types of questions (see Psalm 13:1-2). 

There are times in our lives when we are left waiting. Waiting for 
things to change, waiting for God to do what He’s promised, waiting 
for progress. It can be tiring to wait, especially if it’s been years since 
you’ve felt there’s been certainty and stability. We can get restless and 
irritable. We might even give up.  

The Israelites waited hundreds of years for the coming of Christ, 
the One who would save them from oppression and sin. They grew 
weary in the silence. But there was something they could hold onto — 
the promises of God. And that’s exactly what we can hold onto in the 
waiting period. 

When we worry or get anxious during periods of waiting, it’s 
because we aren’t trusting that God is faithful and loving. In the 
waiting, God still loves you. In the waiting, God is still with you. In 
the waiting, God still remains the same. Have hope. Hang onto who 
God is, who He has always been.  

Joshua 21:45 (NLT) recounts that “not a single one of all the good 
promises the Lord had given to the family of Israel was left unfulfilled; 
everything He had spoken came true.” Lean on His promises in the 
uncertain moments. Rest in His peace knowing that if He spoke it, 
He’ll fulfill it. Know that God is Who He says He is. With Him, there 
is joy in the waiting. 
Lord, help us feel the joy in the waiting as we trust you. Amen. 

KAYLA HARRISON 
ST. JOHN’S UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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The Promises of Jesus 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.  
~ REVELATION 21:4 (NIV) 

Jesus made several promises, including providing us a room in 
heaven, returning from the dead, leaving us a Spirit, and coming 

again. 
Recently we lost a good friend. After much suffering and many 

illnesses, he passed. We who knew him know that he is in heaven. 
How can we be so sure? Because as Christians, we know what Jesus 
said and promised. Our friend is not suffering; he was promised 
eternal life.  

In the last year we have heard much about pain and suffering. We 
have heard about our caregivers, their caring and compassion for the 
sick. We have given thanks to those who are on the front lines of this 
terrible battle.  

In my friend’s experience of suffering and death, his wife put all 
aside and was with her husband during this difficult time. She is an 
example of a Christian to all who know her, as she demonstrated the 
love and caring we are called to do as Christians.  
…“Come you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me…” ~ MATTHEW 25:34-36 (NIV) 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the Christian example of others and the 
loving and caring people they are. May we learn from them. Amen. 

GEORGE H. ARMSTRONG 
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF GLASSBORO 

There is no more fulfilling experience in all 
the world than the sense that God’s Spirit has 
taken you and dared to use you for His glory. 

Dennis F. Kinlaw, Preaching in the Spirit 

hg



20

Friday • March 5

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. ~ ROMANS 5:8 (NASB) 

Headaches are a rarity for me, but one morning in the wee hours, I 
awoke with a severe sinus headache. I tried various medications 

and treatments, but nothing relieved the pain. Finally, I laid back on 
my lounge chair with a warm, wet cloth on my forehead, hoping the 
pain would ease. 

As I lay there feeling miserable and wishing for some relief, it 
occurred to me that as severe as my headache was, it was still just a 
tiny iota of the pain that my Savior bore on the cross. Such a contrast! 
I could seek medical help if I chose, or I could lay back in a 
comfortable chair in the quiet hours of the morning and rest. There 
were no pain pills, rest, or medical treatments to take away what Jesus 
was bearing. Nor did He seek relief. He was willing to bear it all so 
that His blood could cleanse us of sin, and all who looked to Jesus 
could find forgiveness and new life in Him. 

As I reflected on all that our Savior had done for us, it made me 
want to forget about my headache and sing and shout the following 
chorus:  

Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
Hallelujah! What a friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, 
He is with me to the end. 
“Hallelujah! What a Savior!” by Philip P. Bliss 

Dear Lord, help us never to take lightly all that you willingly and lovingly bore 
for us. Amen. 

MARY LOU STETSER 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Editor’s note: There is a wonderful Christian camp in 
Hammonton, NJ, named “Camp Haluwasa.” People often 
think it was named after a Native American tribe. 
However, it was derived from the letters in the expression: 
HAlleLUjah! What A SAvior! 



Mission Possible 
(Jesus said) All of us must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who 
sent me, for there is little time left before the night falls and all work comes to an 
end. ~ JOHN 9:4 (TLB) 

Between 1966 and 1973, one of my favorite weekly TV shows was 
“Mission: Impossible.” Every show would start out with Peter 

Graves turning on a tape recorder to hear, “Your mission, should you 
decide to accept it …” Then: “This message will self-destruct in five 
seconds.” In his book, The Purpose Driven Life, Rick Warren states: “We 
are made for a mission, the mission that Jesus had while on earth. As 
Christians, we are expected to continue the mission that Jesus started.” 

If Jesus was speaking to us, He would tell us our mission is to go out 
and preach the Good News to others since the mission field is right 
outside our front door. Our mission is “Mission Possible,” since we have 
been provided with the greatest instruction book ever compiled, the 
Bible. Even with that as our guide, our mission won’t be easy. We will 
not have a 100% success rate at bringing others to salvation. We will face 
disappointment and failure in our efforts. But we are expected to keep 
on trying. We have to take advantage of our opportunities. Imagine if 
every one of us brought one, two, or three people to Christ each year. 
The message of the Bible will never self-destruct. It will be with us 
always to use on our mission to spread the Word of God. 

In Matthew 28:19-20, Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” He 
said commanded, not asked, advised, or suggested — but commanded.  

As Christians, we need to make the most of our chances to tell 
others the Good News. After all, we are the best authority of how Jesus 
changed our lives. Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross started the effort of His 
disciples carrying on His mission, which is now our responsibility. 

Is anyone going to heaven because of you? When you stand before 
God, will you be able to say “Mission accomplished”? We all want to 
hear God say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” It would 
also be wonderful to have others in heaven say to us, “Hey, ________, 
thanks! If it wasn’t for you, I would not be here.” 
Lord, open our eyes to see the witnessing opportunities you put in front of us.  

TED FRETT 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
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