
Peace and Expectation  
We are almost there! Are you ready? We’ve spent this Advent 

season in preparation, proclamation, and testimony for the journey to 
Bethlehem. We remembered hope, love, and joy.  

Now, this is a week of peace and expectation. We are expecting a 
joyous celebration for the birth of Christ, and we are looking forward 
to it with anticipation and excitement! It’s fortunate for us we’re so 
well prepared. It makes the celebration so much more joyous and 
makes this last week of waiting so special and holy. Our expectation as 
Christmas draws ever closer should not lead us to anxiety, but to 
peace. Don’t stress about the final parts of the journey. Be at peace that 
we are nearly there. Rest in this peace.  
Relight the first candle. We have prepared for the journey.  
Relight the second candle. We have lovingly proclaimed to everyone 
that we are on a special journey this Christmas. 
Relight the third candle. We have shared our testimony and have 
listened to the testimonies of others. We laughed, cried, and found joy 
in our shared story. 
Light the fourth candle. Yes, now be at peace and enjoy this week with 
expectation for the greatest birthday celebration ever.   
Read Isaiah 9:6 (NIV): For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 

 
Hymn     Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;  
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  

Prayer 
Lord, you are our Prince of Peace. You do not give as the world gives, so 
we look to the special peace that comes only from you. In this final step 
of the journey, help us to be at peace. We expect great things! Amen.  

REV. MICHAEL SMITH 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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COVID-19: Testing Patience and Courage? 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. ~ PHILIPPIANS 4:6-7 (NIV) 

2020 has been a difficult year dealing with COVID-19. Initially we 
felt terrified and confused, then saddened and depressed by all the 

losses: our freedom, our loved ones, schools and businesses closed, no 
visitors allowed anywhere, mandatory masks hiding faces. So I prayed: 
Father, please keep my loved ones safe and help us in our time of need.  

We missed out on so many church activities: meetings, dinners, 
hoagie/yard sales, and Easter! So I prayed: Father, please keep us all 
safe. Spread the blood of the Lamb on the doorways of all the believers 
calling out to you, just like that first Passover so long ago. With no end 
in sight to this insidious rampant disease, please help us to trust and 
obey guidelines set for our safety.  

Summer came and outdoors beckoned, but no parades, no 
fireworks, vacations changed. Then autumn — kids should be in 
school, but it is too dangerous! We are thankful for technology such as 
FaceTime and Zoom, but people need to work. There is so much 
anger and hatred across our country. So I still pray: Father, hear our 
prayers for your peace.  

Winter brings the probable resurgence of the pandemic, and we 
need to “be patient”! We need to be vigilant: wear masks, wash hands, 
etc., to get through this together and stay healthy! And so I still pray: 
Heavenly Father, we have been waiting so long for a vaccine, for a return 
to “normal,” for our Savior to return for us. But as Psalm 27:14 says: 
Wait patiently for the Lord. Be brave and courageous.  

I have prayed unceasingly, giving thanks for God’s presence this 
year and asking Him each night to cover all our doorways with the 
blood of the Lamb to protect us from COVID-19 and from evil, anger, 
and hatred in the world. As Paul says: “And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus”(Philippians 4:7). I have His peace. I hope you do, too.  
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise for all you have done for us and will 
continue to do. Please give us patience and courage. In this Advent season let us find 
joy and peace. In the precious name of Jesus, amen. 

KATHY CHANDO 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Monday • December 21

30



Trusting Through the Unknown 
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them. ~ EPHESIANS 2:8-10 (NASB) 

When we read Hebrews, chapter 11, we see how God worked in 
the lives of His people to accomplish His will. Through faith in 

God, these people were able to complete the tasks God gave them. 
There are three instances that stand out to me as examples of faith in 
God and obedience to His will. 

First, we look at Noah. Even though the words “rain” and “flood” 
were probably unknown to Noah and he must have wondered what 
God was talking about, he obeyed God. He built an ark according to 
God’s specifications. Then he herded the animals aboard as God told 
him. Finally, he helped his wife and family settle in the ark. Soon the 
words “rain” and “flood” became a known reality. 

Second, we learn about Abraham. Abraham was told by God to 
leave his homeland and travel to the unknown. God was sending him 
on a journey, which would ultimately lead to the Promised Land. To 
Abraham this was the unknown. Nevertheless, he obeyed God. 
Abraham packed up his tents, took Sarah, and journeyed forward. 

Third, we read of Sarah, to whom God gave a seemingly 
impossible task. However, Sarah trusted God to give her the physical 
strength to carry and give birth to a child when she was well past the 
age of childbearing. For Noah and Abraham, the unknown became 
known, while with Sarah the impossible became possible. These three 
children of God trusted God to guide them through the unknown and 
impossible. They are our examples of trusting God to lead us even 
when we seem to be heading into the unknown and impossible. 
But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.  
~ HEBREWS 11:6 (KJV) 

MARY LOU STETSER 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Tuesday • December 22 
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The Journey of Mary and Joseph 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus!” by Charles Wesley 

 

The story of Mary and Joseph is a story of true countercultural 
behavior. As I look at Scripture and read the story, I am deeply 

touched by Mary saying “yes” to God. In her culture, an unmarried 
pregnant girl would have been shunned, discriminated against, and 
perhaps stoned to death. Joseph had every right to walk away from her 
and almost broke the engagement until the angel appeared to him and 
said, “Joseph, descendant of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be 
your wife for it is by the Holy Spirit that she has conceived.” Both Mary 
and Joseph heard and believed God, and both said “yes.”  

The result of their faith was the birth of Jesus. The story says He 
was born in a stable. Christian tradition has romanticized the stable. 
Having visited Bethlehem, I saw that the stable is actually a cave used 
to shelter animals. This Advent, each of us was invited by God to join 
Mary and Joseph in the cave and then walk our own path with Jesus. 
We were offered the choice in our own lives to say “yes” to God just as 
Mary and Joseph did and begin a new chapter in our spiritual journey. 

Advent invited each of us to join together in silence and reflection.  
The chatter of holiday shopping (online or in-store), fears of the 
pandemic, and our national political chaos invaded the space of peace 
offered by Jesus. Now as we anticipate the birth of our Lord, let us 
continue to say “yes” to God. This is the time to stand firm in faith 
and live our lives, as Mary and Joseph did, counter to the confusion of 
our current cultural environment. As we move beyond Advent and 
celebrate Christmas, let us rest in the loving arms of our Savior, 
knowing that He is our greatest gift. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus!” by Charles Wesley 
 

MARY PERRIN SCOTT 
BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

Wednesday • December 23 
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A Shepherd Speaks 
That night some shepherds were in the fields outside their village guarding their 
flocks. ~ LUKE 2:8 (TLB) 

Time: Somewhere between 6 and 4 BC 
Place: Somewhere outside of Bethlehem  
 
I was watching my flock. It was like any other night, yet it was 

different, very different. Something felt odd that night. 
My flock was restless. Better keep a sharp eye out for predators —  

a wolf or maybe a bear could be close by. My flock was my livelihood. 
I had to protect it at all costs. My sheep were a constant worry to me. 
They were so easily frightened and skittish. But not tonight. 
Something was different. Everything was so calm and peaceful and so 
bright. 

Suddenly I jumped to my feet. Something was in the sky, a light 
getting brighter and brighter, coming closer. Could it be an angel?  
I fell to my knees and I shook with fear. Then it spoke to me. A real 
angel! “Don’t be afraid, I bring you good news. Tonight a Savior is 
born.” He told me where to find Him in Bethlehem, wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger. Then suddenly there were hundreds of angels 
praising God and singing.  

I could hardly wait. I had to gather my flock in a sheepfold and 
make my way to Bethlehem. When I reached Bethlehem, there was 
this star shining on what appeared to be a stable. I rushed to this 
stable and then I saw a Baby. What a Baby! He appeared to have an 
aura around Him. The Baby radiated light! I knew that I had found my 
Savior, my Messiah, and I fell down and worshiped Him.  

Have you found your Savior, the Christ Child? This Christmas 
season, won’t you fall down and worship and accept Him as your 
Savior? Read Luke 2:8-16. 
Dear Lord, we are all like shepherds searching for the Christ Child. He’s not in a 
manger or under the tree, but He is waiting for me to open my heart and invite 
Him into my life. Come, Lord Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

AL ZAPPOLA 

hg 

The candle lighting service for Christmas Eve is on the next page.
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Merry Christmas!  
Relight the first four candles. 
… an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she carries 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call 
him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” …Joseph called him 
Jesus. ~ MATTHEW 1:20-21, 25 (CEB) 

Light the fifth candle, the “Christ candle.” 
Names tell stories. They define who we are and who we hope to be. We 
place our trust in the name of the One who is love, whose name is 
Jesus. His name tells a story — He saves us from our sin. The greatest 
work of power was to be displayed through life’s most fragile and 
weakest of creations. As God took on flesh to dwell among us, we see 
power overthrown through powerlessness. This baby is going to break 
power with weakness. 

This reminds me of how God uses us, weak ones, to fulfill the 
greatest mission in the world. God would have it no other way. It’s our 
name now; it’s our story.  

As you celebrate, give gifts, eat great food, and spend time with 
family or friends, know that I am praying for you. I pray that you may 
truly know the joy of what this day of victory and salvation can bring. 
God’s blessings to you this Christmas Day!  

PASTOR MICHAEL SMITH 

Christmas Eve • Candle Lighting
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The Nativity  
Among the oxen (like an ox I’m slow) 
I see a glory in the stable grow 
Which, with the ox’s dullness might at length 
Give me an ox’s strength.  
Among the donkeys (stubborn I as they) 
I see my Savior where I looked for hay; 
So may my beastlike folly learn at least 
The patience of a beast.   
Among the sheep (I like a sheep have strayed) 
I watch the manger where my Lord is laid; 
Oh that my baa-ing nature would win thence 
Some wooly innocence!  

C.S. Lewis
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Christmas 
Please read John 1:1-14. 

The story of Christmas is indeed an amazing story! Think about it, 
really think about it. The Scriptures tell us that God became a 

human being. Let those words sink in for a few seconds. God became a 
human being! John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God.” And then John 1:14 
offers these amazing words, “The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us” (emphasis and italics added). WOW! A holy, 
righteous God breaking into human history wearing human flesh 
coming to sinful Earth motivated by love. The immortal, eternal, 
sovereign God had become a human! That is Christmas.  

Scripture teaches that Jesus was born into human history to fix the 
sin problem that began in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:1-18). It was 
Jesus as God’s perfect, sinless “Lamb of God” (John 1:29) who died on 
the cross paying a debt that He did not owe, so that we can enjoy a gift 
we could not afford. You see, that is exactly what Jesus did. Second 
Corinthians 5:21 says, “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.” God 
in Jesus the Messiah took upon Himself our flesh, our sins, our guilt, 
so that you and I and anyone who believes in Him could receive the 
greatest Christmas gifts ever — becoming a child of God, salvation, 
sins forgiven, eternal life in the future, abundant life now — all 
because of the baby born in Bethlehem so long ago. You and I can 
become children of God! Think of that … we can become children of 
God! It is simply amazing! 

This Christmas, remember what God through Christ has done for 
us. This Christmas will you receive this amazing Christmas gift? Are 
you certain that this gift is not stuffed in a box under the tree but 
secure in your heart? God came to earth and was born as a human 
being in a stable in Bethlehem. Today He can be born in your heart, if 
you will receive the gift. 
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for Christmas as it reminds us of your 
great love for humanity. We are reminded how you gift us with yourself at 
Christmas and every day throughout the year. May we all invite and welcome 
the Christ-child into the manger of our hearts again this Christmas. In the name 
of Christ we pray, amen. 

PASTOR JAMES BOLTON 
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Friday • December 25 • Christmas Day 
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What Is the Real Story Behind  
‘The 12 Days of Christmas’? 

Some believe that The 12 Days of Christmas was written with  
hidden messages. The song was created in England in the 16th to 18th 
centuries, during a time of religious persecution. The song may have 
been written so it could be sung in public without fear of arrest; it 
served as a learning or memory aid to Christians.  

Each verse refers to a teaching of church doctrine — with the partridge 
being Christ who died on a tree and the “true love” being God the  
Father, who gives us all gifts.  

The 12 days of Christmas begin on Christmas Day, December 25,  
with the birth of Jesus, and continue to Epiphany, January 6, the day 
Christians celebrate the arrival of the Magi (Wise Men) and the  
revelation of Christ as the Light of the World. 

The elements in the song may have represented these truths: 

    1.  The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus. 
    2.  The two turtledoves are the Old and New Testaments. 
    3.  The three French hens stand for faith, hope, and love. 
    4.  The four calling birds are the four Gospels: Matthew, Mark,  

Luke, and John. 
    5.  The five golden rings represent the first five books of the  

Old Testament, which describe man’s fall into sin and the great 
love of God in sending a Savior. 

    6.  The six geese a-laying stand for the six days of creation. 
    7.  The seven swans a-swimming represent seven gifts of the Holy 

Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, piety, 
and fear of the Lord. 

    8.  The eight maids a-milking are the eight Beatitudes. 
    9.  The nine ladies dancing are nine fruits of the Holy Spirit: love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control. 

  10.  The 10 lords a-leaping are the Ten Commandments. 
  11.  The 11 pipers piping represent the 11 faithful Apostles. 
  12.  The 12 drummers drumming symbolize the 12 points of  

doctrine in the Apostles’ Creed. 
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