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Hope and Preparation  

Where do you want to be this Christmas? Not physically, but 
spiritually. While we each may have a destination in mind of 

where we will celebrate Christ’s birth, God has a destination in mind 
for you. The journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem is told every 
Christmas Eve. We are on a journey leading up to Christmas as well. 
There is only one way that I know to get to our spiritual “Bethlehem” 
this time of year. We should spend each day in hope and preparation 
for the gift that God gives. So even though our journey will look 
different this Christmas due to COVID-19, I believe we can all arrive at 
the place God has for us. Have hope, but also make sure to prepare.  

 
Light the first candle. 
As we light the candle this week, let us remember that in all journeys 
we must be prepared. Just as you pack your bags for a journey, there 
are ways to prepare for Christmas. This preparation isn’t just about the 
to-do lists for Christmas, even though I’m sure you have plenty. 
Hope-filled preparation isn’t about a duty; it is a longing that acts and 
moves because you believe something will come about.  

 
Read Mark 1:1-3: The beginning of the good news about Jesus the 
Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: “I will 
send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”— “a 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.’” 
 
Hymn O come, O come, Emmanuel,  

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

Prayer 
Gracious God, we don’t want to miss what you have for us this Christmas. 
Help us prepare our hearts to receive the great gift of good news. Our 
preparations are done in hope, because we truly believe that you will meet 
with us and come to us. Amen.  

REV. MICHAEL SMITH 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 



Advent is Here! 
Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him.  
~ PSALM 62:1 (NIV) 

Advent is here! It’s time to get ready for Christmas! It’s time to 
decorate our homes inside and out. It’s time to get out and shop, 

hunting for just the right lovingly selected gifts. (Well, maybe not so 
much shopping in person this year — searching online will have to 
do.) It’s time for holiday baking to get ready for all of our holiday 
visitors. (Well, there won’t be too many visitors though, so I guess we 
need to bake less or we will eat it all ourselves and that’s not a good 
plan.) It’s time for the parties and holiday gatherings with friends and 
family. (Well, probably not so much this year.) It’s time for Christmas 
concerts and children’s programs. (Well, maybe a few small ones if they 
aren’t canceled.) It’s time for community fun like block parties and silly 
holiday games at neighborhood get-togethers. (Well, I guess so, as long 
as no one gets too close to anyone else.) Hmmm, I guess getting ready 
for Christmas will be very different this year. How disappointing. How 
unexpected. 

But God is not surprised at how things have turned out this year. 
God’s plan never includes any of these preparations. God’s plan is so 
simple and so perfect. We don’t need all of these things to prepare for 
Christmas. Yes, they are all good and important parts of our holiday 
celebration. But to prepare for Christmas all we really need to do is to 
prepare for Jesus to come. During Advent we remember His first 
arrival as a baby born in a stable. However, even more importantly, we 
anticipate His next coming as we wait in hopeful, prayerful 
expectation for the return of Christ in His glory. That’s what we need 
to be doing — not just for Christmas, but all year long. 

So enjoy your wonderful, modified Christmas celebrations this 
year! Enjoy the extra time you find in your schedule, and be sure to 
use some of it to pray and praise and prepare your hearts for Jesus! 
Jesus, thank you again and again for loving us so much. We know that no matter 
what happens this year or any other year, you are coming back again one day. 
Help us to be following your instructions and doing your will as we await your 
triumphant return. Amen. 

BETH PRICE 
ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Monday • November 30 
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A Time of Preparation 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found 
favor with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to 
give him the name Jesus.” ~ LUKE 1:26-31 (NIV) 

Advent is a time of preparation: preparing for the coming of the 
Savior, preparing for the Son of God to be born to Mary. It makes 

me think of all the preparation that happens during any pregnancy. 
When a woman finds out she is pregnant, there is a lot to do: doctor 
visits, sharing the news with family and friends, arranging a baby’s 
room, buying needed items, and choosing a name. The list goes on. For 
many, this is an exciting time; for others, if the pregnancy was 
unplanned, it can be a scary, stressful time of worrying about finances 
or other issues. No matter what the case, pregnancy gives both parents 
time to plan and prepare emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually 
for the arrival of a new life that will change their world. Even before 
the child is born, he or she is loved. 

In a way, Advent is quite similar. As we look forward to 
celebrating the birth of Jesus on December 25, we have much to do. 
But we also have the opportunity to share the Good News and prepare 
ourselves emotionally, psychologically, and spiritually to receive anew 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Loving Him gives us new life and 
can change our world, too. 
Gracious God, thank you for the miracle of birth and for this time of Advent that 
gives us the chance to prepare our hearts and minds to open them to you in 
wonderful, maybe even challenging, ways. In the name of Jesus, we pray, amen. 

JENNIFER ANDRADE 
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Tuesday • December 1
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What Are You Waiting For? 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. ~ LUKE 2:25 (NIV) (READ THROUGH VERSE 35) 

Advent is a time of waiting. For the people of old, it was waiting for 
the coming of God’s promised Messiah. One of those waiting was 

Simeon, of whom the Scriptures say “he was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel,” that is, he was waiting for the promised Messiah. 
The birth of Jesus was the fulfillment of that long waiting. When the 
infant Jesus was taken to the temple according to the custom of the law, 
He was revealed to Simeon as the Lord’s Messiah, the long-awaited 
One. Taking the baby up in his arms Simeon said to the Lord, “… my 
eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared before all 
peoples….” 

Christmas is our celebration of the fulfillment of that promise of 
old, the Incarnation, God becoming man and entering our world in 
the baby Jesus. But Advent for us is not just stepping back in time to 
anticipate the arrival of the baby Jesus, to celebrate Christmas. Advent 
is also a time of expectation and anticipation of what is yet to come. 
For, when Jesus concluded His earthly ministry and was ascending 
back into heaven, it was with the promise that He would come again. 
“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 
sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 
1:11 NIV). 

Like Simeon of old, we too await the coming of God’s promised 
Messiah, not as a baby in a manger, but as the King of kings and Lord 
of lords at the consummation of the ages. And we should be living 
with a real expectation and anticipation of His return. 

So in this Advent season the question is, “What are you waiting 
for?” Are you waiting only to celebrate what has come to pass, or are 
you also waiting for that which is yet to come? As Simeon of old 
awaited the first Advent of the Messiah, so may we wait with 
expectation, anticipation, and preparation for that great day of the 
Lord, the Advent of His Second Coming!  
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! (Revelation 22:20 KJV) 

PASTOR GARY TURK 

Wednesday • December 2 
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Fear!  
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not be terrified or 
dismayed (intimidated), for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.  
~ JOSHUA 1:9 (AMP) 

Advent! The dominating force of 2020 has been the unprecedented 
experience of a worldwide pandemic accompanied by previously 

unthinkable restrictions, daily challenges, and routinely feeling that life 
may be out of control. We appear to be living not only in a global 
pandemic but in a pandemic of fear! Routine actions are accompanied 
by an element of fear. Should I go to the grocery store? Should I visit 
with my family? Should I open my mail? Do I have my mask? Have I 
washed my hands? Can I safely eat at a restaurant? Can I safely return 
to church? The list goes on. Actions we previously performed without 
thought now seem to engender a tinge of uncertainty and fear. The 
song, Fear is a Liar, by Zach Williams says, “Cast your fear in the fire 
’cause fear he is a liar.” 

We obviously need to act wisely and follow safety protocols, but 
we also need to trust God. As we navigate unknown territory this 
Advent, we need to meditate on the birth of Emmanuel (God with us). 
We need to launch a renewed faith in the power of that awesome God 
who is with us! As Psalm 139:5 (AMP) says, “You have enclosed me 
behind and before, and [You have] placed Your hand upon me.”  

When fear (the liar) immobilizes us, perhaps we should be singing 
this stanza from Whom Shall I Fear, a song by Chris Tomlin: “I know 
who goes before me, I know who stands behind, the God of angel 
armies, is always by my side.” When fear robs us of sleep, we need to 
remember the song by Williams: “Fear he is a liar, he will rob your rest, 
steal your happiness, cast your fear in the fire, ’cause fear he is a liar.” 

Corrie Ten Boom was in truly unthinkable circumstances when 
she said, “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” 

As we journey through this “different” Advent season, we need to 
focus on the birth of Emmanuel and His promises. We need to hold 
fast to the concepts we associate with the celebration of Advent — 
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.  
Heavenly Father, help us to trust you and your promises and know that you are 
greater than our fear. MARSHA HAHN 

PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Note: Permission for song quotations under license CCLI 6440288. 

Thursday • December 3 
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Waiting in Hope 
Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return. Consider 
the farmers who patiently wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They 
eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. You, too, must be patient. Take 
courage, for the coming of the Lord is near. ~ JAMES 5:7-8 (NLT) 

On a Friday night in October, a deer darted in front of our car on 
Route 55. My husband, Fred, had just shifted to the left lane to 

allow the cars from the on-ramp to merge. So there was no changing of 
lanes. It was “hit the animal or hit the merging car.” Fred gained 
control of the car as the deer smashed into the front side and bounced 
off, back into the median. Fred was able to get the car over to the right 
side of the road. We hadn’t hit another car, and we were both unhurt. 

We called 911 and then waited for the State Police. We called AAA 
and waited for them. We then called my brother to pick us up. During 
our time of waiting, we got out of the car and walked about 10 yards 
behind the car and about 10 yards off the highway, almost into the 
woods. It was quite dark. Cars whizzed by. 

Waiting … In the dark … Thankful not to have been harmed … 
But with hope and expectation that help would arrive.  

We often find ourselves blindsided by life, our planned path 
forward changed by circumstances out of our control. While we wait 
for whatever is next, we can give thanks that God sees us safely to the 
side of the road, despite the damages. We can give thanks that He has 
not left us alone. We can give thanks for those who assist us during 
the dark times. 

Advent is a time of waiting. We wait for both the birth of our 
Savior and His return in power and glory. Yet as we wait, we may find 
ourselves in the dark — grateful but unclear about what will happen 
next, our plans changed, and our pretense of control gone. But we are 
not alone — we have a community of believers who wait with us in 
hope. After all, we know what to expect: a Savior who comes to bring 
peace, a Savior who shines light into darkness, a Savior who will come 
again in glory to restore all things and bring His good plans to 
completion. This Savior is not surprised by the unexpected, and so we 
wait in hope, knowing He has all things under control. 
Lord, help us remember you never leave us alone in any situation. Amen.  

CLAUDIA CUDDY 
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Friday • December 4 
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A Time for Every Purpose Under Heaven 
To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven.  
~ ECCLESIASTES 3:1 (NKJV)  
All go to one place; all are from the dust, and all return to dust.  
~ ECCLESIASTES 3:20 (NKJV) 

Yesterday I said goodbye to a good friend. Then this morning I 
received a text telling me my cousin had passed early this 

morning. We are put here for such a short time, and I guess we should 
make the most of it.  

This past year has put us to the test. Are we strong enough to 
stand the hurdles that are put in front of us? Do we sit in a corner and 
do the “woe is me” thing, or do we say, “OK, I am going to beat this 
depression, illness, or anxiety” — or whatever is troubling you at this 
time?  

I really think God is giving us one of His lessons. As long as we 
keep the Lord in our lives faithfully, we will be OK. Sometimes I stray 
from His path. And of course, He yanks me back and lets me know I 
wasn’t going where He wanted me to go. 

At this time of year, Christmas, we celebrate that God sent His 
Son to save us from sin. Hang onto that thought because we all know 
He is coming again; we just don’t know when. It will be a Hallelujah 
Chorus sung all over the world when this occurs. 

When we get through this year of 2020, it will be a blessing. Yes, 
there have been sadness, times of strife, and many struggles. But God 
has a purpose for each and every one of us.  
Dear Lord, help us with our problems. We know we can rely on you — all we 
have to do is ask. Amen. JANE KOPONICK 

EVANGELICAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Saturday • December 5
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Tomorrow is St. Nicholas Day 
St. Nicholas Day is celebrated on December 6 in Belgium and the Netherlands. The 
story goes that St. Nicholas, a bishop of Myra in Asia Minor in the third century, gave 
food and money to the needy. Tradition has it that one night he dropped gold coins 
through an open window of a girl who didn’t have enough money for a dowry. The 
coins fell in a stocking that had been hung up to dry; some fell in her shoes. Word 
spread of this anonymous donor. He continued to care for the poor and became 
linked to a variety of gift-giving occasions. December 6 was the day of his death. 
Many other countries adopted the traditions of hanging up stockings or putting out 
shoes for St. Nicholas to fill on Christmas Eve.


