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August 15, 2020 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Bishop Schol of the Greater NJ Conference of the United Methodist Church has, throughout the 
pandemic, stated and reiterated a goal to “Spread the Good News of Jesus Christ as together 
we flatten COVID-19 and ensure zero infections are spread by United Methodist Activities.” 
As recently as August 3, the Bishop noted that Governor Murphy tightened restrictions on indoor 
gatherings due to signs of “growing spread of the coronavirus in NJ.”  According to Bishop 
Schol, more than 600 United Methodists in the Greater NJ Conference have become sick from 
the virus and more than 100 have died.  Bishop Schol reminded us that in Genesis 1 - 2, God 
calls us to be “good stewards of creation, including one another.” 
 
Against this backdrop, at its regularly scheduled August meeting, the Trustees again discussed 
the issue of re-opening the PUMC building and grounds for worship, meetings for PUMC groups 
and outside groups, and all other events. After several hours of discussion, the Trustees voted 
to continue keeping the buildings and grounds closed for all groups until, at least, November 1, 
2020.  This decision applies to all PUMC groups and outside groups who use our facilities, 
including Our Father’s House, church and community committees, Bible Studies, Christian 
Education, and all other events, organizations, and groups.  We will continue to revisit this issue 
at our September and October meetings as the situation remains extremely fluid. 
 
We realize that going to church is a large part of our faith tradition, but we are so thankful that 
we have the extraordinary ability to attend worship and Sunday School, virtually, thanks to our 
amazing and dedicated Tech and Worship Teams and a cadre of other devoted volunteers. 
 
We are also thankful that we can continue to be the church during this challenging time.  Our 
Facebook page is active and an excellent way to stay connected.  Our Creative Connections 
Facebook ministry will continue throughout August and may continue beyond that date, if there 
are sufficient volunteers.  If you are not on Facebook, you can see all of the Creative 
Connections videos on the PUMC website.  
 
The Prayer Phone ministry is designed to offer encouraging messages to those who have little 
or no internet.  Please consider giving it a call, even if you are extremely high tech!  The number 
is 856.226.4159.  The message changes on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; we are always 
looking for volunteers to share a message. 
 



The Circle of Friends ministry has started recently as another way to stay connected with those 
who have little or no internet access.  We have created a list of persons in that situation and 
have connected those persons with volunteers who will act as Pen Pals and/or Phone Friends.  
 
The Soap and Such Toiletry Mini-Pantry continues to help our neighbors in need by offering 
items which cannot be purchased with SNAP funds (formerly Food Stamps).  There are several 
containers at the church which are filled by volunteers on a near-daily basis.  Similarly, PUMC 
continues to support the Pitman Food Pantry in countless ways.  There are multiple ways to 
help these vital ministries.  
 
Additionally, several PUMC groups are meeting in socially-distanced settings or over ZOOM. 
We have established a group of ZOOM tutors for those who are interested in participating or 
hosting a ZOOM event, but aren’t quite sure how to get started.  If you would like to be a part of 
a ZOOM event, you can do so, even without the internet.  ZOOM allows persons to call in via a 
landline and listen and engage in the event. If you have an idea for a new group, Church 
Council would love to hear from you.  
 
If you need assistance accessing our worship service, please let us know.  We have the ability 
to make DVD copies of the service and can deliver them to persons to watch on a DVD player. 
If you need a DVD player, we may be able to help.  
 
Each of our new ministries and existing ministries and programs has multiple volunteer 
opportunities.  If you need tech assistance, we can provide that.  If you have questions about 
volunteering, contributing, technology, or questions or comments about this policy, please call 
the church office at 856-589-8313, so that our Office Manager can direct your inquiry to the 
correct person. 
 
John Wesley encouraged us to move outside of our buildings to meet people in our 
communities to share the love of Jesus.  This pandemic, as awful and dangerous as it is, gives 
us great opportunities to expand our concepts of worship and open our minds to new ways to 
love and serve.  
 
Stay well, 
Staci L. Scheetz 
Staci L. Scheetz, Esquire 
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees 
 
 


