
Seeking Jesus 

Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you 

will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you.  

~ MATTHEW 7:7 (NLT) 

I love my nativity set. I bought the pieces over a number of years from 
a nice gift shop in Vineland. I was a single mother and couldn’t 

afford to get all the pieces at one time. Every Thanksgiving I bring it 
out and set it up. My favorite piece is the smallest one, baby Jesus in 
His little manger.  

As I was thinking about this upcoming Advent, I thought about 
the “Elf on the Shelf ” tradition that I know some families follow. This 
is an activity where the parents hide the elf in a different spot each 
night and then in the morning, the children try to find the elf. 
Evidently the symbolism is that the elf is watching to see who is 
naughty or nice and reporting back to Santa. Each night the elf is 
moved to a different spot in the house.  

And so I thought … maybe Christian families could put a bit of a 
different spin on this activity and hide baby Jesus each night of Advent. 
It could be an early lesson for our children about seeking God. In the 
above verses, Jesus is telling us to be persistent in pursuing God. In 
seeking God, we need to be focused and have faith. Therefore the 
lesson for our children could be that they know baby Jesus is hidden 
somewhere in the house — we just have to be persistent in finding 
Him. God is always there for us.  

We know that the Heavenly Father sent Jesus to save the lost and 
forgive the sins of all so that we may have eternal life. So finding baby 
Jesus and restoring Him to the nativity set is visible proof to our 
children that God loves us so much He sent us His Son to restore us to 
Himself through Christ’s sacrifice. By seeking Jesus, we will come to 
know God’s love and His good gifts for His children. 
Dear God, thank you for the precious gift of Jesus. May we always be faithful 

and assured that you are there for us. Amen. 
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