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Easter, April 16

WHAT A LOVE STORY!

JOHN 3:16-17 (NIV)
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.

The Hallmark Channel couldn’t have written a better story if they’d tried.
And it is all summed up in those verses. Think about it. A King leaves His

throne to come and live among His subjects, among paupers, to be like them!
God chooses a young girl to carry and then give birth to His Son. Another man
raises the child, not His own father. This Son experiences the trials, joys, and
scraped knees of being a little boy. Yet, as He grew, He knew He was destined to
die for me, knowing all along it was part of The Plan. A few recognized who He
was – His mom’s cousin, Elizabeth, for instance, when He was still in His
mother’s womb. Or Simeon* and the prophetess Anna, who recognized Him in
the temple. But the rest of the world? Not really, except maybe a handful of
people while he was growing up. The Plan: God sent Him to be like one of us,
to experience what we experience as humans.

But fast-forward to the end of His life. He came because He cared so much.
Because He loves us so deeply. The Plan: that we might be saved through Him.
During every lash of the whip, every bit of torn flesh, He was thinking of us,
enduring out of love. Every jeer, every insult, every inch along the road to
Calvary dragging His own cross, the suffering was because of His great, great
love for us. Every blow of the hammer upon each nail, every spike from the
crown of thorns that pierced His brow, was endured because of His love for us. 

Remember the One who loves you unconditionally and who went to the
cross for you.

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
JOHN 15:13 (NIV)

JUDY FRETT
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

* Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit, he
went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the
custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”

LUKE 2:25-32
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EASTER EGGS

An ancient Egyptian story of creation relates how the earth was hatched from
an egg. Every spring the ancient Egyptians celebrated the world’s birthday by
exchanging eggs. The Jews also use eggs in their celebration of the Passover.

But to the early Christians, the egg reminded them of the resurrection of Christ,
and Easter eggs were colored red to remind them of his blood shed on the cross.
Russian Christians give beautifully decorated eggs as gifts to their friends with
the joyous greeting, “He is risen!” to which the friends reply, “He is risen
indeed!”

THE EMPTY CROSS

One of the most cherished symbols of the Protestant church is the Easter
cross – an EMPTY cross, for we worship the risen Christ who has conquered
death and the evil of the world. For many, the center beam of the cross stands
for man’s reach upward toward God, while the crossarms remind them of the
outreaching concern the Christian feels for all men.

                     Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
                      Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!

                      Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!

                      Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!

                      Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!

                      Where O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!

                      Once He died, our souls to save, Alleluia!

                      Where’s thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!

                      Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!

                      Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!

                      Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia!

                      Christ hath opened Paradise, Alleluia!

                      Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!

                      Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!

                      Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!

                      Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!

Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
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LENTEN SYMBOLS

During Lent, we use symbols that relate to the themes of the season – the
themes of repentance, renewal, hope, and joy. 

Colors are symbolic. Violet signifies suffering and sorrow; white – purity and
glory; green – growth and hope of eternal life; pink or rose – joy.

A bare branch symbolizes Jesus’ death on a wooden cross. It also reminds us
that out of seeming lifelessness comes new life, both in nature and in the
resurrection.

The butterfly symbolizes new life and is commonly used to help children
begin to understand the meaning of Easter. Out of a dead-looking cocoon
emerges creation, free and exuberant.

Salt is necessary to sustain life and is a symbol of wholeness. We use salt as a
preservative to keep food wholesome. We also use it to enhance the flavor.  

Water has always been a symbol of cleansing and life-giving in the Church
and is commonly associated with Baptism. In Scripture, Jesus speaks of
Himself as the “life-giving water” (John 4:14), the One who quenches our
spiritual thirst. 

Let us…
Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, 
like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals
of thunder, shouting: 
      “Hallelujah! 
            For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
      Let us rejoice and be glad 
            and give him glory! 
      For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
            and his bride has made herself ready.”

REVELATION 19:6-7 


