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Palm Sunday, April 9

FOREVER IN MY HEART

MATTHEW 5:4 (NIV)
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

For less than a year, our church, Evangelical United Methodist Church in
Clarksboro, was blessed to have Pastor Mark O’Shields serve as our pastor.

Oh, what a joy it was to have him! The first time I met Pastor Mark and his
precious wife, LouAnn, I knew he was going to be great for our church. He was
so kind and friendly. I loved both of them immediately. And his awesome, sweet
southern accent was so endearing. I loved when he said in his sweet way, “Hi,
Bev!” It always made me feel warm and fuzzy inside and made me smile. 

He had such great hopes and insights for our church to make it better and
to grow. His sermons were always so uplifting and inspiring! I especially loved
how he would tell us all to shout AMEN! To this day, whenever I say AMEN, I
smile and think of him. 

Sadly for us as a church family, God called Pastor Mark home. Oh, what
heartbreak it was to lose such a dear man of God, and way too soon. I am glad
that Pastor Mark is no longer suffering and is at peace with our awesome Lord
and Savior. However, I still mourn him and miss him so very much. He had left
two voice messages on my cell, and they bring me comfort when I listen to
them.  

Although Pastor Mark was my pastor for such a short time, his impact 
on my life is insurmountable! He will forever hold a special place in my heart. 
I wish Pastor Mark could still be with us. But the Lord sent us Pastor George
Morris, and he has been a great blessing and asset to us as well. 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for bringing Pastor Mark to us if only for a short time.
I am truly blessed to have known him and know I will see him again someday. Thank
you, too, dear Lord, for bringing Pastor George to us now. He is truly a blessing! AMEN!

BEVERLY GUY

EVANGELICAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Let us…
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.

HEBREWS 12:1
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Monday, April 10

WHY

JOHN 3:16 (NIV)
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

We have all heard the crucifixion story a bazillion times since our
childhood. We all know what happened and how it happened, but the

why has been a stumbling block for many of us. When we hear the story,
especially for the first time, we listen to the description of what happened.
Sometimes we might hear the gory details of how it happened. But why would
anyone put themselves through it? Why would God allow His only Son to go
through such pain and humiliation? This really is a hard concept to understand,
especially since that person did nothing wrong.

I’ve become a fan of a guy named Simon Sinek. I found him while looking
at a “Ted Talk” website. He is the author of a book called Start with Why. Instead
of looking at a story or a situation from what, how, and why, Sinek says it’s
better to start with why.

If you start with the why, the whole meaning of the crucifixion becomes
clearer. Some people say that the death was necessary. Others say Jesus paid the
penalty of sin, and yet others say Jesus showed an example to the believers. All
are valid reasons – but why? Because of love.

By starting the crucifixion story with why, we get a better understanding of
the how and what. Instead of thinking of the death and pain, we think of love
and forgiveness. Then we can understand that Jesus willingly went through all
of it to show us His love and to bring restoration.

God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. Can you imagine? When
you start with why, you find LOVE, just because He loves us.

Father God, thank you for loving us so much that you gave your only Son for us. May we
gain a better understanding of what it takes to love so that we may learn how to be with
you eternally.

BILL SCHOBER
EVANGELICAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Let us…
So let us do all we can to live in peace. 
And let us work hard to build up one another.

ROMANS 14:19 (NIRV)
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Tuesday, April 11

IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS

HEBREWS 12:2-3 (NIV)
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. 

In our prayer chapel there is a stained glass window depicting Jesus as TheGood Shepherd. In this image, Jesus is holding a small lamb in His arms. A
larger sheep, presumably the lamb’s mother, is standing at Jesus’ feet looking
upwards. The scene implies a situation where the lamb had been sick or in some
sort of distress, and Jesus picked him up to heal and to comfort him.

You would think that the lamb would be missing his mother. You would
think that he would want Jesus to return him to his mother – to put him back
on the ground. You would think that the lamb would be anxiously looking
down at his mother. But that’s not the case. The lamb is looking up, directly
into Jesus’ eyes. His face is full of peace and love. His desire is on the One who
healed and comforted him.

But where is the mother looking? The image in the window isn’t clear. Is
she longingly looking up at her lamb, praying for his return? Or, is she, like the
lamb, looking into Jesus’ eyes?

In times of loss, it’s so easy to focus on the loss: to desire the gift instead of
the One who blessed us with the gift. When we go through difficult times, our
tendency is to try to undo the difficulties, to return to what once was. But Jesus
might not put the lamb down. His plan might be to bring about radical change
to the lives of the lamb and its mother.

There’s a third face in this image: Jesus. You would think that He would be
smiling as He lovingly gazes into the eyes of the lamb. In this image, Jesus’ eyes
are filled with love, but there’s also a trace of sadness in them. Maybe it’s
because the sheep is still longing for the return of her lamb, even while Jesus
longs for the faithful love of the sheep.

As we approach Easter, what are YOU longing for? Is your mind on friends,
family, and celebrations of years gone by? Or are you focused on the “author
and perfecter of your faith”? Is your attention held by the gifts or by the One
who gives the gifts? 

Lord, turn my eyes upon Jesus. Make me look full into His wonderful face. Make the
things of earth grow strangely dim. Bathe me in the light of His glory and grace.*

LARRY BAKELY
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

* Prayer adapted from Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus by Helen Lemmel.
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Wednesday, April 12

THE DOORS ARE OPEN

HEBREWS 10:19-20 (TLB)
Dear brothers, now we may walk right into the Holy of Holies, where God is, because of
the blood of Jesus. This is the fresh, new, life-giving way that Christ has opened up for
us by tearing the curtain – his human body – to let us into the holy presence of God. 

Some time back while I was working for RCA Service Company, I was called
to a customer’s home for a problem with their TV that our technicians

could not solve. In spite of the heavy snowfall that day, I arrived on time. After
repairing the TV, I prepared to leave, only to discover I couldn’t find my keys. I
had lost them in the heavy snow when entering the house. The doors on my
truck were locked. I couldn’t get out of the weather or get home. My only
alternative was to call my boss for a spare set of keys. It was kind of humiliating. 

This situation reminded me that some 2000 years ago there was a door or
barrier that was also closed between man and God. It was located in the Temple
of Jerusalem. It was the curtain that separated sinful man from the Holy God.
The barrier that had been closed to man was opened or torn in half when Jesus
died on the cross, therefore restoring God’s relationship with man.

Not only did God open the barrier from the entrance to the Holy of Holies,
but He also opened the outer doors of the Temple to the outer court.

We can read about it in the writings of the Rabbis in the Tractate Yoma 39,
a portion of the Talmud. The outer doors of the Temple began to open by
themselves about the year 30 AD. It was at the same time Jesus died – as the
final atonement for our sins, which removed all barriers between man and God.

God wants us to know Him intimately and call Him by name. All that is
required is for us to take the first step.

All barriers have been removed; anyone can enter in. Jesus saw to it when
He opened those doors with His nail-pierced hands. 

Won’t you enter in this Easter?

Heavenly Father, I thank you for removing all barriers that I might know you and accept
your Son as Lord and Savior. Come into my life that I might dwell in the House of the
Lord forever. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

AL ZAPPOLA
NEW HOPE UMC, PENNS GROVE (FORMERLY EMMANUEL/ST. PAUL’S)



47

Maundy Thursday, April 13

CHRIST, THE STONE REJECTED

PSALM 118:22 (NIV)
The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

In the parable of the tenants, the owner of a vineyard leases his property toothers and travels abroad. While away, he sends his servants to collect his
share of the fruit from the land, but the tenants beat his servants and then kill
them. Finally, he sends his son to collect the fruit, reasoning, “They will respect
my son” (Mark 12:6). But he was wrong. They killed his son, too. Jesus
explained what the parable meant by quoting Psalm 118: “Haven’t you read this
scripture: ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the LORD
has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” (Mark 12:10-11).

In other words, God is the owner of the vineyard. The tenants are His
people. They were supposed to give Him the fruit of their lives through worship
and obedience. But they rejected His prophets and messengers. Finally, He sent
His Son. But they rejected Him too. In rebellion, they would not respect or
honor Him as the Son of God. Instead, they killed Him. 

Yet Jesus was not swept away by a storm of angry and uncontrolled men.
His rejection was according to the intentional plan of God — “the Lord’s
doing.” This is “marvelous in our eyes” because the death of Christ defeated
death itself. We rejoice because God raised up Jesus from the grave and made
Him the cornerstone of salvation for everyone who believes. In Him, therefore,
we will live and never die (John 11:25-27).

Lord, you work everything according to your good will. Although Christ’s death seemed
like defeat, you vindicated Him by raising Him from the dead. In Him, therefore, we
sing, “We shall not die, but we shall live” (Psalm 118:17). He is our salvation. It is
marvelous in our eyes. In Christ’s name, Amen.

PASTOR RICHARD WORKMAN

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH

Let us…
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.

HEBREWS 4:14



Good Friday, April 14

SEVEN LASTWORDS

We have a fascination with the final words of the dying. With Jesus’ last
words, we are not disappointed. Resounding through the ages in the

Word of God, they stand perfect and complete. As we focus on those words, we
look for a window to eternity, and in the process find a spotlight on our own
soul.

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”   (Luke 23:34)

Lord, I hold on to a grudge like it was a treasure, but it rots my soul. Help me to let go
of what I can’t control and learn to forgive.

“I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”   (Luke 23:43)

Like the thief to whom you promised eternal life, I believe in your ability to save me.
Help my unbelief.

“He said to his mother, ‘Dear woman, here is your son,’ and to his disciple, ‘Here
is your mother.’”   (John 19:26-27)

When I hurt, I think only of myself. Give me an unselfish heart to see and care for
others who are hurting.

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”   (Matthew 27:46) 

It was for me that you were forsaken. Help me to let go of the unanswered “whys” in
my life and to find peace in knowing that you are my God.

“I am thirsty.”   (John 19:28)

Give me an unquenchable thirst to know you, my Lord.

“It is finished.”   (John 19:30)

I can never add to what you have done for me. My salvation is complete. Help me to
know the joy of your grace as I serve You.

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”   (Luke 23:46)

I want to surrender everything in my life to you. Teach me what that means for each
new day, and give me the will to do what I know I need to do. Amen.

From Christ in Easter: A Family Celebration of Holy Week, Charles Colson, Billy Graham, 
Max Lucado, Joni Eareckson Tada, Navpress, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 1990. 
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Holy Saturday, April 15

WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN?

AChristian is someone who has asked Christ into their heart as their 
personal savior. You can attend church every week and hear God’s Word,

but if you have not accepted Him into your heart, you are not a Christian.
Simply believing in God is not enough to call yourself a Christian. James 2:19
says, “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that –
and shudder.”

After receiving Christ, a Christian continually strives to be like Him 
and lives according to the Bible even though being perfect like Christ is 
unattainable. One of the main things to do as a Christian is to love God and to
HATE sin. 1 John 3:5-6 says, “…and in Him is no sin. No one who lives in Him
keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen Him or known
Him.”

To be called a Christian is an honor, for you have given your life to Christ
and have pledged to follow Him. The term Christian should not be thrown
around lightly. Many people claim to be a Christian but do not show it by their
actions. If you’re not going to accept Christ into your heart and lead a Christian
lifestyle, don’t call yourself a Christian because it takes away from those who
have given their lives to follow Christ and call themselves Christians. 

God either wants us to be on fire for Him or cold toward Him. He tells us
in Revelation 3:14-16, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I
wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm – neither
hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”

A Christian is different from the world. We are to live in the world, but not
be of the world. James 4:4 says, “You adulterous people, don’t you know that
friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a
friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.”

If you don’t know Christ, ask Him into your heart as your personal 
Savior. If you do know Christ, think about where you are in your walk with
Him. Sometimes we need to listen to Christ and have Him show us the areas in
our lives where we need to work in order for us to grow closer to Him.

JOHN CUDDY

MISSOULA, MT

Reprinted from Daily Devotions for Lent 2001. 

John was a freshman in college.


