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Ash Wednesday, March 1

FIXER UPPER

MICAH 6:8 (NIV)
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.

Ienjoy watching a show entitled “Fixer Upper” on the HGTV channel. Thepremise of the show is to take a home in bad condition or one that needs to
be reworked and transform it into a beautiful home that meets the needs of the
owners of the home.

The work is done by a Christian married couple as well as other skilled
artisans. Air time is also allotted for light-hearted, family fun activities with the
couple’s four children. The show blends traits of a hard work ethic, love and
respect for others, and a genuine desire to help others, with time for rest and
family activities that teach the children life skills. The show seems to embody
what the Lord requires of us in the above scripture. 

Lent is to be a time of somber self-reflection as we approach the joyous
celebration of our risen Savior on Easter. This might be a time for us to
perform a self-inspection and consider some areas we may need to improve. 
Be your own “fixer upper” with help from the Lord.

Lord, help us reflect and act on what we need to fix, as we continue our walk with you.
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

LACY HAYNICZ

TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Let us …
There are many ways to enter into the spirit of the season and to “observe” these
days. It is not as important what we do but that we do something to make these
days different from all the rest.* Considering that, you will see verses throughout
this book called “Let us” verses. Let us make a difference during Lent by 
observing some of these pearls from the Word of God. Here’s the first one:

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

HEBREWS 10:25

*Pastor Richard Workman, Daily Devotions for Lent, February 26, 2009
“Let us” verses collected by Linda Turk.
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Thursday, March 2

THE PROMISE OF SANCTIFICATION

ROMANS 6:18 (NKJV)
And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

Last year during Lent one of our readings was about being justified through
the redemption that is in Jesus Christ. Justification is definitely a first step

in our walk with Jesus. But once we are set free, we can move toward
sanctification or perfection in our faith walk. We have to want to live with Jesus
and be like Jesus. How do we do this? We can start with the next three
important steps: Scripture reading, prayer, and the Holy Spirit.

Scripture reading: Scripture, like the verse from Romans 6 above, reminds
us that God “set us free from sin.” Other scriptures give us encouragement,
guidelines for righteous living, and so much more.

Prayer: Prayer opens us to a whole dialogue with God. We can pray that we
may be delivered from daily sins. We can pray that the root and branch of our
sin be destroyed. We can pray that we exhibit fruit from God’s roots and
branches, and that we become beautiful and helpful to others.

The Holy Spirit: Romans 8:16 tells us that the Holy Spirit bears witness with
our spirit and that we are children of God. As we go through our day being
caught up in the world, the Holy Spirit will remind us that we are not of this
world, but we are His children.

What an encouragement to know that we can apply our faith – knowing we
can make a better world and move on in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Dear God, as we go through Lent looking toward Easter and your Son’s wonderful
resurrection, please help us to be kind and helpful to others that they may see you in us.

TOM BENNETT
PITMAN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Purge me from every sinful blot;
My idols all be cast aside: 
Cleanse me from every evil thought,
From all the filth of self and pride.

John Wesley
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Friday, March 3

OUTWITH THE OLD, INWITH THE NEW

1 JOHN 3:17 (NIV)
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity
on them, how can the love of God be in that person?

EPHESIANS 4:23 (NIV)
…to be made new in the attitude of your minds.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 (NIV)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new
is here!

We’ve been cleaning out a rented storage unit to save a monthly financial
burden and have been shredding old documents, reminiscing over family

photos, and purging years of accumulated “junk” (as my husband sees it).
Doing all this in the same week that our country inaugurates a new president
has me thinking of how we should keep ourselves and our souls clean and
clutter-free, to start anew.

The “out with the old, in with the new” thought process while cleaning out
clothes closets allows me to update my wardrobe (more fashionable, definitely
more accurate sizing, more closet space!) and to donate many items to our
church’s upcoming yard sale with hope that my castoffs will help someone else
in need. The same can be said for those books I’ve already read, that second set
of dishes I don’t need, and Christmas decorations I don’t use anymore. Since I
am known as the family’s pack rat, the lyrics for Frozen’s Let It Go play over and
over in my head. Those lyrics are soon replaced with Change My Heart Oh God
as I clean out the junk in my heart and spirit.

I am hoping that during this Lenten season of repentance, moderation,
self-denial, and spiritual discipline, I can also clean out my heart and soul to
prepare more room for the Holy Spirit to dwell in me. “Mold me and make me,
this is what I pray.” How wonderful it is to ask and know He will help me
become a new creation! 

Heavenly Father, hear my prayer of praise and thanks as you help me become a new
creation – and all I had to do was ask! Help me to keep my spiritual closet junk-free. 
I ask this in the precious name of Jesus, Amen.

KATHY CHANDO

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH

Change my heart oh God, Make it ever true, 
Change my heart oh God, May I be like You. 

Kenny Carter
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Saturday, March 4

WHAT GOD CREATED THEWORLD TO BE

LUKE 4:16-21 (MSG)
He came to Nazareth where he had been reared. As he always did on the Sabbath, he
went to the meeting place. When he stood up to read, he was handed the scroll of the
prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll, he found the place where it was written,

God’s Spirit is on me;
he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor,

Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and
recovery of sight to the blind,

To set the burdened and battered free,
to announce, “This is God’s year to act!”

Jesus had much to say about the “Kingdom of God.” What was He talking
about? Jesus was talking about a vision of what God created the world to be

and how humanity is to live. 
Our Lord’s opening words were chosen from the prophet Isaiah and tell us

how He, Mary’s child, understood Himself and His purpose – His why/reason
for being in our midst! He came to share good news with the poor, to talk about
and act for the release of prisoners, to give sight to the blind, and to let broken
victims of human injustice go free. Jesus identified with those ostracized from
society and sanctuary, He ate with prostitutes, and He kept company with those
who were sinners. He assumes His followers will do the same because that is
how God created life to be.

Jesus blessed peacemakers, those who showed mercy, and those who
hungered and thirsted for what is right according to God’s will. He called on all
who would follow Him to love their enemies, to forgive seventy times seven all
who sinned against them, and to welcome the stranger. These ways of God were
not offered by Jesus as good advice but as a clear description of life as He knew
God intended it to be in the here and now. Jesus didn’t offer a utopian dream of
pie in the sky by and by, but the world and human interaction as God intended
it to be.

During this Lenten season we ask ourselves: Will I live my life as God
intended it to be lived? After all, this is the year to act!

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, speak to our hearts and minds and enable us to hear
and embrace your intention and desire for our way of living. In mercy and love give us
the will to embrace the Jesus way – your Way to live. Amen.

PASTOR GEORGE E. MORRIS

INTERIM PASTOR, EVANGELICAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


